
23rd February 2020 
7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Leviticus 19:1-2, 17-18 

1 Corinthians 3:16-23 

Matthew 5: 38-48 

 

Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service,  

strives to be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.  

28 Annangrove Rd, Kenthurst, NSW 2156 
Ph: 96542260,  Fax: 96542261, Email: stmads@yahoo.com.au 

www.stmadeleine.org.au 
Office Hours:  Tues-Fri, 9am—4pm 

“But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 
that you may be children of your heavenly Father,  
for he makes the sun rise on the bad and the good,  

and causes the rain to fall on the just and the unjust.   
For if you love those who love you, what recompense will you have?” 

  (Matthew 5: 38-48) 

Want peace in the world?  Start with your sister . . . 

In her memoir Marriage and Other Acts of Charity,  
Kate Braestrup writes about reading St. John’s letter on love with 
her little son Peter.  She writes: 

“God is love, John’s Gospel tells us.  That’s a whole theology in three 
words.  The practical application of that theology — God is love — is 
nearly as simple.  Be as loving as you can, as often as you can, for 
as many people as you can, for as long as you live.  Why should 
you do this?  Because. 

“It’s simple enough for a child to understand.  ‘I can do it,’ Peter 
said stoutly when I explained it to him.  ‘I can be loving toward  
anyone.  Even an axe murderer.’ 

“’Start with you sister,’ I told him. 

“Start with your spouse.  That’s what I had to do.  Whomever you start 
with, it doesn’t end there.  Once I’d gotten the principle more or less down 
as it applied to [my husband] Drew, it quickly became obvious that the 
same could apply to other people, and not just the safely distant murderer 
who has taken the axe to a stranger.  The principle might also apply to the 
guy who swipes my parking spot at Shop-N-Save, or the telemarketer who 
calls at suppertime, or even — imagine this! — to my relatives!” 

 

 

The real challenge of Jesus’ teachings on loving one’s enemies is not “loving” some group designated by a label 
based on politics, sociology or economics or “loving” some remote “sinner” we will never have anything to do 
with; the challenge of today’s Gospel is to love the people we live with and work with and go to school with, the 
people we struggle with, the people who annoy us (and whom we annoy).  “To love our enemies” is not just to  
declare a cease-fire but to create and maintain an atmosphere where reconciliation is always possible and actively 
sought.  The Jesus of the Gospel instils within us a vision that sees beyond stereotypes, politics and appearances 
and recognises and honours the goodness possessed by every human being.  In the Greek text of Matthew’s  
Gospel, the word used in today’s text for love is agape.  The word indicates not a romantic or emotional kind of 
love we have for the special ones in our lives but, rather, a state of benevolence and good will.  The agape that  
Jesus asks us to have for our “enemies” means that no matter how he/she hurts us, we will never let bitterness 
close our hearts to that person nor will we seek anything but good for that “enemy.”  Agape is to recognise the  
humanity we share with all people who call God “Father” — and it begins within our own  
households and communities.   

 

[A Connections Sampler] 



We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of this country on which we worship 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS: 
1st Collection (for Diocese) = $ 1828.50 

 2nd Collection (for Parish) Envelopes = $ 1909 
Loose = $ 1237.85 

Credit cards/Direct Debit ave weekly = $2107 
TOTAL =  $ 5253.85 

 
If you donate to the parish and have recently changed your  

credit card, please phone the parish office on 96542260. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

BAPTISM PREPARATION: 
The next Baptism preparation session will be on 

Saturday,  7th March at  4:30-5:30pm  
in the function centre. 

 To book, please call the parish office on 
96542260.  Thank you. 

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS: 
For the recently deceased 
Peter McLoughlin, Gigi Marquez, and Tony Boffo  

For the dearly departed 
Howard Langham, Paul Spina, Rev Fr Callahan,  
Patrick Joseph Bradley, Alegria Ricafrente David Piper, Tony Votano, 
Immacolata & Oreste Omministratore, Rosa Maria & Francesco Nati, 
Toufic Khamis, Alan Brush, and Michele Vaccarella 

For healing of the sick 
Joe Fuda, India, Adeline Lotze, Vince Luca, Kylie Baker, Lara Sawaya, 
Candida Irugalbandra, Sheila Cañabano, Florence Smith,  
Gregory Borg, Maria Peach, Paul Byrne, Andy, Patrick Breen,  
Jacqueline Kelly, Maria, Tricia, Rob, Michael Foley, Samuel Abella, 
Harper Grace,  Margaret Collison, Margaret Gaudry, Anis Nicholas, 
Peter Balnaves, Dorothy Green, Pat D, Neil Rogers, Karen Bligh,  
Marlon Sabellano Alumios, Desmond Grogan, Louise,  Vanessa,  
Ben Johnson, Cathy Voss, Mary Madden, John Donnelly,   
Louise Lambert, Charlie, Frank Tabone, John Lippman,  
Sarah Bilford Beattie,  Giuseppi Grasso, Faye Willing, Patrick,  
Ben Eberand, Callum Goracz, Patrick Griffiths, Catherine Bourke,  
Tina, Marie, Joe, and Charles Vencyel 

For the intentions of 
Miriam Dieudonne and Geraldine Alumios Durango 

Congratulations to 
Olivia Dominello, Mahalia Hazel Saunders, 

Harper Micallef and Indiana Micallef 
who will receive the Sacrament of Baptism 

this weekend! 

As we start the season of 
Lent this Wednesday, 
Caritas has launched the 
2020 Project Compassion 
campaign. The theme this 
year is built around Global 
Community – Go Further Together. We’re at a time of 
increasing global change and tense dialogue, so the idea of 
the ‘common good’ is more important than ever. During 
Lent, we are invited to take up the call to fast, pray and 
give alms - in solidarity as a global community.  

There are many challenges you could  
undertake in Lent.  One is going single use 
plastic free in solidarity with our oceans, 
or take on a carbon fast. http://
www.greenanglicans.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/02/Final-Calender.pdf 

Next Sunday is Clean Up Australia day, one of our local 
sites will be Heritage Park, Castle Hill.  

 ~Sue Martin 

ASH WEDNESDAY: 26 February 
Masses at 9:15 (with St Madeleine’s Primary students) 

and 7pm 
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
on Fridays of Lent at 7pm in the courtyard 

 
DISCUSSION GROUPS 

*LENT begins with Ash Wednesday. So NOW is a good 
time to put aside some time and come and join us on 
Wednesday mornings at 10 am in the function centre.  
Let us read and reflect on the beautiful Gospels during 
Lent. EVERYONE IS WELCOME!!  Call PAULINE 
0407417039 or just come and join !!  
*Reflections following the Lenten book “Grace”, led by 
Trish Maidens, every Thursday of Lent at 10am at  
Mountain View Retirement Village, Round Corner 
*Short reflection sessions on the Fridays of Lent after the 
Stations of the Cross, to be held in the function centre 

Copies of “Grace” Lenten reflections are available in 
the office and the Piety stall for $8. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
Preparations will begin for the Sacrament of  

Confirmation, available to children in Year 5 or older 
who have completed their First Eucharist. 

Parents interested in enrolling their child in the  
program must attend a PARENT INFORMATION  

SESSION on Tuesday, 3rd March, 
at either 4:30 or 7pm in the parish function centre. 

LENTEN CONCERT - 'ASHES TO EASTER'  
with Peter Kearney.  Tuesday 10th March, 7pm  

in the St. Madeleine's Function Centre.  
Suggested donation $10 at door.   

Peter Kearney is an Australian Catholic songwriter/singer and 
guitarist whose hymns and songs include ‘Fill My House’ and 
‘The Beatitudes’. His ‘Ashes to Easter’ concert weaves songs 
and stories and reflections on Lenten themes and looks ahead 
to Holy Week and Easter.   
Comment: “A beautiful Lenten reflection … prayerful and  
spiritual ... a worthwhile part of our Lenten journey”.  
Website: www.peterkearneysongs.com.au 

Everyone is welcome to participate in this year’s 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER:  Pray for Zimbabwe 

The local service will be on 6th March, 1-3pm 
at Dural Baptist Church Activity Centre 

1 Pellitt Lane, Dural 

Please RSVP to Careyanne Moylan—0438791813  

http://www.peterkearneysongs.com.au


Welcomers Coordinator:     
Music Coordinator: Alexandra Mifsud 

Junior Ministers Coordinator: Maree McNeil 
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Deb Rankin  

Baptism Preparation: Angelique Easton 
RCIA Coordinator:  Steve Fry 

Playgroup Coordinator:  
SRE Coordinator:  Maureen Jones 

Friendship Group:  Jenny Puleo 
Ministry to the Nursing Homes Coordinator:  

Peter Balnaves/Suzanne Kingston-Hunt 
Adult Faith Formation:  Careyanne Moylan 

Property Maintenance Manager:  
Piety Stall:  Sandra Tabone 

Altar Linen Coordinator:  Catherine Diekman 
Parish Council Chair:  Patrick Tuttle 

Finance Committee Chair:  Aaron Cauchi 

 PARISH VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS 

Issues of The Catholic Weekly 
are available for  $2 each. 

Copies are in the Piety Stall. 
 

 Meet the Philosopher Chef 

 From India with love  
— and faith 

 Love on the Camino 

 Rural aged care crisis 

 Movie review:  Parasite 

 Monica Doumit 

PARISH TEAM 

Parish Priest: 
Rev Vincent Savarimuthu 

Assistant Priest: 

Rev Jessie Balorio 

Parish Secretary: 
Lisa Echevarria 

Sacramental Coordinator 
Sally Coppini 

St Madeleine’s Primary School 
Phone: 9654 6751 

Principal: Mrs Jeanette Black 

Marian College 
Phone:  9654 6700 

Principal: Mrs Jayne Campbell 

 

PARISH SERVICES 

Weekend Masses:  
Saturday 5.30pm   

Sunday 8:00am, 10:00 am, 5.30pm 

Children’s Liturgy 
10am Mass during School terms 

Weekday Masses  
9:15 - Tuesdays to Fridays 

10-10:30 Fridays - Adoration 

Prayer Group:  Wednesdays after the 
9.15 am Mass 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5.00pm 

Baptisms: Every 4th Sunday at 11:20,  
or during 10am Masses 

Weddings: By appointment 

Draw down the Holy Spirit  
by prayer, recollection and 
dependence on grace; with 
these dispositions God can 

work through you. 
 

-St Madeleine Sophie 

LENTEN GROUP 
Sr Anna Conway will conduct a group at her convent, 31 Woodhill St, Castle Hill, during the 

Fridays in Lent, commencing on 6th March, from 10:30—12. 
The theme is “Christians in the 21st century” 

Kindly book in on 96596331 or email AnnaC@parrasom.org.au 
 

LOOKING FOR A GRANNY FLAT 
Young married couple, both local teachers, seeking granny flat rental accommodation ASAP.  

Please contact Vivienne Boddy on 0421 173 136. 
 

YOU'RE INVITED TO THE SANTA SOPHIA CATHOLIC COLLEGE (BOX HILL) OPEN DAYS 
Secondary: March 4th, 4pm-7pm; 85 Hambledon Road, Schofields 

Primary: March 11th, 4pm-6pm; 1 Wellgate Ave, Kellyville 
Now enrolling for 2021    http://www.santasophiaboxhill.catholic.edu.au/  

 
POSITIONS VACANT: 

Volunteers – Mamre Creche - CatholicCare 
Building Maintenance Officer – Diocese of Parramatta – Applications close 28 February 

Sacramental Coordinator – St Margaret Mary’s Parish, Merrylands – Applications close 28 February 
 More details at: parracatholic.org/employment 

 
INSTITUTE FOR MISSION THEMES OF FAITH: STARTING MARCH 2 

 The Themes of Faith program invites participants to share conversation and reflection in small 
groups. Each group is accompanied by a mentor with a focus on different key life/faith theme each 
time. Sessions, arranged in two blocks of 5 Monday evenings, start on 2 March. To register, visit 

https://www.ifm.org.au/tof and for more information, contact Donnie or Fr Paul on (02) 9296 6369 or 
donnie.velasco@ifm.org.au or paul.roberts@ifm.org.au 

  
ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL RELICS OF ST THÉRÈSE OF LISIEUX VISIT: 4 MARCH 

 As part of a four month pilgrimage in Australia, the relics of St Thérèse of Lisieux and her parents, 
Saints Louis and Zelie Martin, will visit St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta for overnight veneration 

from 9.30pm on Wednesday March 4. The relics are expected to leave the Cathedral the following day 
for the Diocese of Broken Bay at 6.15am. Books and various items will be available for purchase. 

  
INSTITUTE FOR MISSION REFLECTIVE MINISTRY PROGRAM: STARTING MARCH 10 

 If you are serving in any ministry or hoping to get involved, this program gatherings will nurture 
your relationship with God and further equip your purpose and serving! Sessions start on Tuesday 10 

March and will run every Tuesday night for twelve weeks. To register, please visit  
https://www.ifm.org.au/reflective-ministry or for more information,  
contact Sr Grace on (02) 9296 6369 or grace.roclawska@ifm.org.au. 

OUR COMMUNITY AND BEYOND 

All are welcome to  
St Madeleine’s Primary School Open Day  

on Thursday 5th March 9am - 10:30am for new students K - Yr 6  

For enquiries, please feel free to contact 
Mrs Jeanette Black, School Principal 

T: 96546751; E: stmadeleines@parra.catholic.edu.au 

Please come to the  

Catechists Commissioning 

Mass on 8th March at 8am, 

to join in a prayer of thanks and 

blessing for our tireless  

catechist volunteers. 

Morning tea to follow. 

Special  

Occasions 

at  

St Madeleine’s 

Let us welcome back the  
families with children 

baptised in 2019. 
We will have the 

Baptism Homecoming Mass 
on Sunday, 1st March at 10am, 

followed by  
a special morning tea. 

We need a few more volunteers to help with welcoming and morning tea at the 
10am Masses.  If you are interested to help once a month, please contact the  
parish office by email  stmads@yahoo.com.au or by leaving a note with your  

details in the locked letterbox outside the office.  Thank you so much! 

 
The Parish Office has been having issues with our phone service and internet since the storms. 
If you need to leave a message for us, please send an email (which we can access remotely)  

to stmads@yahoo.com.au or by leaving a note in the locked letterbox outside the office. 
Thank you for your patience and understanding. 



 

 

 

      

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
If you are interested in advertising in our 

weekly parish bulletin, please ring the  

Parish Office at 96542260 or 

email: stmads@yahoo.com.au 

for details. 

MANY THANKS TO   

THESE LOCAL  

BUSINESSES FOR THEIR  

SUPPORT TO OUR PARISH! 
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Servicing all makes and models! 

Call Joe on 9679 1097 
189A Annangrove Road, Annangrove 2156 

Sydney’s Plant Market 
Wholesale direct to the public 

184 Annangrove Road 
9679 2606 

Buy direct and save! 

GLENHAVEN  
PRIVATE PRESCHOOL 

*Preschool for children 3-6 years  
* School Terms 8:30am – 3:30pm   

(closed school holidays)  
*Situated in peaceful; bushland setting  

*All teachers highly experienced and qualified 
19 BANNERMAN RD KENTHURST,  

PH:  9654 0345 

“Compassion when you need it most” 
A family business with family values. 

Call Annangrove Locals  
John—0408116747 

1300906060 – 24 hours 

Lina Polifroni 

Seamstress 

0418687258 

All Clothing Alterations 
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Popular Dr Selina Leow and Dr Darren Calleia  

Stanhope Dental Centre 
17 Conrad Road, Kellyville Ridge  

(8 mins from Rouse Hill)   
8883 1522  

*Open 6 days  
*Female and male dentists  

*Medicare schemes accepted  
*All ages *One-appt crowns 

Soccer Starters Program 
For Preschool 3 – 5 years 

Active Soccer Training in an  
Educational Fun Environment 

Call Pat : 0404148259  
E: info@asafootball.com.au  

“Developing tomorrows  
footballers today”       

Bella’s Law Group 
Belinda Sawaya 

0498235527 
belinda@bellaslawgroup.com.au 

 
Wills, Probates, Powers of Attorney, 
conveyancing and family law needs 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 
& GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

carpentry—painting—tiling 
plastering—bricklaying 
mowing and gardening 

Call Ross—0417 278 351 

 

 

 5:30pm Sat 8:00am 10:00am 5:30pm 

WELCOMERS Dianne Millington 
Rosa Carlino, Maureen Jones  

Brendan F 
Jenny & Steve Mayhew Helen Ross 

ACOLYTE John Puleo Darren McNeil Joe Touma  

READERS 
Justin Kyngdon 
Anne Kyngdon 

Nigel Saunders 
Kay Brooks 

Maureen Burford 
Careyanne Moylan 

Trish Maidens 
Patrick Tuttle 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

   Trish Maidens 

JUN MINISTERS 
Annabelle & Matilda Rogers 

Addison Bayly-Pike 
Patrick McNeil 

Kerstin Grima 
Jack Treak 

Thomas & James Barker 

MUSICIANS Bev Joan & David Merle & Doug No musicians 

COUNTERS Paul Vella and Belle Craig CHILDREN’S LITURGY  Annmarie Duncan 

 FLOWERS Arranged by Maureen Meryment  ALTAR LINEN Sonali Arnold 

 

WELCOMERS John Cice 
Rosa & Tona Carlino 

Maureen & Rick Jones 
Michelle Eamer 

Adriana Kennedy 
Lesley & Rick Gangemi 

ACOLYTE Peter Balnaves Steve Fry Joe Touma Sam Ursino 

READERS Geoff & Jacinta Mifsud 
Catherine Diekman 

Gerry McArdle 
Jacqui Nisbet 
Roslyn Earl 

Jan Schroder 
Gael Carpani 

JUN MINISTERS 
Kerstin Grima 
Emilie Mifsud 

Bailey & Casey Gambrill 
Christian Maait 

Elizabeth Cauchi 
Tiago Gregory 
Hannah Tran 

MUSICIANS Bev & Pat Joan & David Anucia & Friends Bobby 

COUNTERS Franc & Ivanka Valencic, Kay & Archie Brooks CHILDREN’S LITURGY  Lisa Gerrard 

 FLOWERS NO FLOWERS DURING LENT  ALTAR LINEN Sonali Arnold 


