
12th January 2020 
The Baptism of the Lord 

 

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 

Acts 10:34-38 

Matthew 3:13-17 

 

Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service,  

strives to be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.  

28 Annangrove Rd, Kenthurst, NSW 2156 
Ph: 96542260,  Fax: 96542261, Email: stmads@yahoo.com.au 

www.stmadeleine.org.au 
Office Hours:  Tues-Fri, 9am—4pm 

In God becoming human in Jesus Christ,  
God has established solidarity with the human condition.    

William A. Dembski 

The speaker starts a well-attended seminar by holding up a new crisp twenty-dollar bill.  “I want to give 

this away”, he says, “but first let me do this”. He asks them, “who wants this money?’. Almost all hands 

went up. Then he proceeds to crumple up the money.  “Who wants it now?” he asks.  Many hands were 

raised.  He drops the money on to the floor and grinds it into the floor with his shoe.  When he holds it up 

again the bill is crumpled and dirty.  “Who wants it now?” he asks again.  The same hands go up. “My 

friends you have learned a very valuable lesson”, he tells them.  “No matter what I did to the money, you 

still wanted it because it did not decrease in value. It was still worth twenty dollars.  Many times, in our 

lives, we are dropped, crumpled, and ground down by the decisions we make and the circumstances that 

come our way.  We may feel as though we are worthless.  But no matter what has happened or what will 

happen, we will never lose our value in God’s eyes.  To God, dirty or clean, crumpled or new and crisp, we 

are always priceless”. 

In the gospel today Jesus is baptised in the river Jordan.  It is a confirmation of his vocation as a human  

being.  His father’s voice from heaven speaks and says: “You are my Son, the Beloved: my favour rests on 

you”.  It says quite clearly that it is a favour that is not for a short term but it abides.  God says the same to 

each one of us.  “You are my beloved child.  My favour rests on you always”.  So, no matter what we think of 

ourselves or how we feel because of past sins or failings or present weaknesses, God is speaking with  

authority to assure us of his love and choice that we are his beloved children. – Fr Jim Kirstein sma 

Each and every Christian has the right to hear, ‘You are my beloved son/my beloved daughter, on whom my 

favour rests’, personally addressed to him or her by God.  Would it not make a difference if that was the first 

thing we allowed ourselves to hear on rising every morning, if we began our day, our work, our ministry with 

that divine address ringing in our ears – not because we deserve it or have earned it but simply because we 

know that that is how God looks upon us and loves us in Christ? Our baptismal call invites us to live in  

solidarity with human beings especially with the afflicted and disadvantaged as we try to live in solidarity 

with Jesus.  

We are truly devastated at the mammoth destruction of  

millions of hectares of land, loss of livelihoods, the  

destruction of flora and fauna in the bush fire.  The  

devastation has not ceased and it continues to unfold  

threatening us in very many ways now and after.  At the 

same time, we are so proud that people stand hand in hand 

to bring hope, life to the victims of this horrific disaster. Our 

prayer support and our sharing of material blessings and the invaluable contribution of the fire-fighters  

risking their own lives are nothing but a clear sign of God’s presence and His solidarity with us. It is so  

heart-warming that the international communities are extending their prayerful support to Australia at such 

a terrific situation.  It is such solidarity that we need to embrace all through our lives and not only in the 

wake of adversities and calamites. This is the challenge of the feast of the Baptism of our Lord Jesus!  

As the saying goes, “A people cannot exist if there is no social and spiritual solidarity”. 

God’s blessings 

Fr. Vince 



LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS: 
1st Collection (for Diocese) = $1602.10 

 2nd Collection (for Parish) Envelopes = $1386.10 
Loose = $1569.20 

Credit cards/Direct Debit ave weekly = $2107 
TOTAL =  $5062.30 

 
If you donate to the parish and have recently changed your  

credit card, please phone the parish office on 96542260. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

BAPTISM PREPARATION: 
The next Baptism preparation session will be on 

Saturday,  1st February at  4:30-5:30pm  
in the new function centre. 

 To book, please call the parish office on 96542260. 

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS: 
For the recently deceased 
James Gregory, Zoren Galea, James Raj, Alf Barbagallo, 
Philomena Beresford 

For the dearly departed 
Louis and Pauline Sammut, Antonio Ceroli, AnnaMaria 
“Mary” Spina, David Piper, Eileen Egan, Maria & Gerson Dias,  
Marion Graham, Christy & Breda Sherlock,  
deceased of the Sherlock, Coghlan & Kinsella families, Pietro Ceccato, 
deceased of the Ceccato & Ferraro families,  
Norman & Chahede Hajje, Sheaddy & Chahide Hajje, Mary Merhi, 
Hanna & Raymond Chiha, Feliciana Sabellano, deceased of the  
Pellizzon and Turcato families, Howard Langham 

For healing of the sick 
Vince Luca, Tony Boffo, Kylie Baker, Lara Sawaya,  
Candida Irugalbandra, Sheila Cañabano, Florence Smith,  
Gregory Borg, Maria Peach, Paul Byrne, Andy, Patrick Breen,  
Jacqueline Kelly, Maria, Tricia, Rob, Michael Foley, Samuel Abella, 
Harper Grace,  Margaret Collison, Margaret Gaudry, Anis Nicholas, 
Peter Balnaves, June, Dorothy Green, Pat D, Neil Rogers, Karen Bligh, 
Marlon Sabellano Alumios, Desmond Grogan, Louise,  Vanessa,  
Ben Johnson, Cathy Voss, Mary Madden, John Donnelly,   
Louise Lambert, Charlie, Frank Tabone, John Lippman,  
Sarah Bilford Beattie,  Giuseppi Grasso, Faye Willing, Annabelle, Pat-
rick, Ben Eberand, Callum Goracz, Patrick Griffiths, Catherine Bourke, 
Tina, Marie, Joe, and Charles Vencyel 

A great way to follow key Social Justice days across 
2020, you can purchase the 2020 Social Justice diary.  

www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/publications/social-
justice-diary 

In the last newsletter from the Office for Social  
Justice ACBC, the lead article is “Hope for the Poor”. 

The main point is we need a change of mentality  
to tackle our poverty crisis. www.raisetherate.org.au  

 
 

~Sue Martin 

TH
IS

 W
EE

K
EN

D
 

1
8

/1
9 

JA
N

U
A

R
Y

  

Issues of The Catholic Weekly 
are available for  $2 each 

in the Piety Stall. 

The union that the spirit of charity maintains in the family of 
God’s Heart is the well-spring of the good it does,  

and the source of its strength. 
-St Madeleine Sophie 

 

 5:30pm Sat 8:00am 10:00am 5:30pm 

WELCOMERS Trish Keating 
 Fran & Rocco Scardino 

Doreen Saggers 
Jenny & Peter Firkins 
Greg & Myra Lambert 

Nicole Foxall & Joseph Spina 

ACOLYTE John Puleo  Phillys Hannah  

READERS 
Paul Cashman 
Mary Sammut 

Tony Hooper 
Bill Dowers 

Ann & Mark Lee 
Simmy Cesamolo 

Tereza Barisic 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

Colleen Dunlop 
Marie Coddington 

Tricia Spencer 
Kathy White 

Sandra Tabone 
Roslyn Earl 

Selina Calleia 
Jason Hatcher 

JUN MINISTERS Tara & Sam Coddington  Christopher Kang 
Thomas Foxall 
Saniya Arnold 

MUSICIANS  Joan & David Merle & Doug  Youth Group 

COUNTERS Sandra Tabone  & Michelle Romeo CHILDREN’S LITURGY  ON BREAK 

FLOWERS *** ALTAR LINEN Jan Parslow 

CHARITY SEWING DAY 

Tuesday 21 January, 2020 at 10am until around 4pm.   

To sew the clooties for our fire fighters, pouches for animals 
orphaned by the bushfires and hopefully complete a few basic 
patchwork quilts for a trauma charity. All materials will be  
supplied but you are most welcome to bring any additional 
fabrics; you can also bring along your own sewing machine. 
Morning tea and lunch will be provided.  For further details 
please contact Deb Rankin on 0409 158 970    

 

WELCOMERS Judith Gauci 
Maria & Steve Fry 

Carmel & Michael O’Connell 
Jenny & Steve Mayhew 

Joseph Spina  
Monique Clelland 

ACOLYTE Len Gauci Steve Fry Jhun Javier HJS—Josh Fogarty 

READERS 
Pat Waters 

Robert Gerometta 
Eileen Sherlock 
Maree McNeil 

Rosanna Ceroli 
Adriana Kennedy 

Janelle & Stephen Bawden 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

Berenice Hart-Gerometta 
Judith Gauci 

Nuri Wardrop 
Lorraine Ewer 

Jenny & Steve Mayhew 
Marian Piper 

Janelle Bawden 

JUN MINISTERS Monica & Dom Bruggeling Patrick McNeil James Whittle Sara Sawaya 

MUSICIANS NO MUSICIANS Joan & David Angela, Pax and JMJ Youth Group 

COUNTERS John Hourigan and Kay Brooks CHILDREN’S LITURGY  ON BREAK 

 FLOWERS ***  ALTAR LINEN Jan Parslow 

http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/publications/social-justice-diary
http://www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au/publications/social-justice-diary
http://www.raisetherate.org.au

