
19th January 2020 
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Isaiah 49: 3, 5-6 

1 Corinthians 1: 1-3 

John 1: 29-34 

 

Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service,  

strives to be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.  

28 Annangrove Rd, Kenthurst, NSW 2156 
Ph: 96542260,  Fax: 96542261, Email: stmads@yahoo.com.au 

www.stmadeleine.org.au 
Office Hours:  Tues-Fri, 9am—4pm 

 "If you ask me for a motto: Here it is: SERVICE"— Albert Schweitzer 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., once said: "Everyone can be great because everyone can serve. You don't have to have a college  
education to serve. You don't even have to make your subjects and verbs agree to serve. You only need a heart full of grace."  

The theme running through the readings of this Sunday is Service. Every one of us is chosen to be a God’s servant leader in  
restoring the fragmented people and to build them up in His love and peace and 
there by ‘being a light’ to the world.  As Jesus begins his ministerial life, His 
precursor John bears witness to the identification as the ‘Lamb of God’ and His 
mission of serving the humanity.  Jesus makes it clear that our Christian service 
to others, be it in the family or in some other context, must be primarily  
motivated by a certain duty of service.  We must serve out of love regardless of 
the receptivity or acknowledgment of others. The call of service is not always 
easy or uplifting. There are hazards that come with the territory, such as misun-
derstanding, exhaustion, and burnout. Nonetheless, young and old continue to 
be buoyed by their experience of community while providing service and by the 
personal fulfillment of doing something worthwhile for others.   We must serve 
and fulfill our Christian duty simply because it is the right thing to do and  
because it is what God wants of us.  

A young woman approached the throne of her King, longing to understand how she could be a better servant. “My King,” she said 
with a gracious bow, “how may I better serve you?”  

The King smiled at her question, and studied the top of her bowed head, love filling His heart. “Love Me more,” He stated simply. 
The young woman looked up at her King, seeing the love in His eyes. “Love you more? More than what?” she inquired. 

The King smiled, and extended His hand to her. She hesitated, unsure of whether she wanted to take it or not. “My Child,”  
He whispered, “if you wish to serve Me, you must love Me more.”  

The young woman was confused, and could not understand the King’s request. “But my King,” she insisted, “More than what?” 

The King did not answer, but instead studied her eyes, and continued to stretch out His hand. The young woman grew frustrated 
as her question remained unanswered, and refused His hand. 

She bowed gracefully and exited the throne room. Love Him more? More than what? She pondered the King ’s words, and finally 
believed to understand what He meant. 

Returning to the throne room the next day, the young woman bowed before her King. “My King, I know what I must love less,” 
she began. “I have brought You a box filled with various tokens, all symbolizing the things I must love less in order to serve You 
more.”  

The young woman opened a small wooden box, filled with various treasures. The first piece she selected was a wedding ring. 
“Surely I must love my husband less, if I desire to serve you more,” she explained. She showed the King her ring, the golden band 
glimmering in the reflection of light. 

The King watched. Placing the ring back in the box, the next item she selected was a small doll, made of yarn and fabric. “If I long 
to serve you more, my King, I must love my children less.” She placed the doll in a sitting position on her palm, letting the King 
examine the small toy. 

Placing the doll back in the box, the young woman next produced a thimble. “Of course,” she continued, “if I long to serve you 
more, I must love my work less.” She let the thimble take its natural place on her thumb, and displayed it before her King. 

The King continued to watch. The final item she produced was a small daisy, the petals white and the centre a golden yellow. “The 
final thing I must love less, my King, is anything else that resides within my heart. My friends, my family, everything else I  
consider more important than You.” 

Holding the daisy by the stem, she let the King examine its petals. She placed the daisy back inside the box, finding its place 
among the thimble, doll and wedding ring. She closed the box and laid it at her King's feet. 

The young woman backed away from the throne and stood a short distance away from her box, bowing her head as the box  
rested at the King's feet. After a long duration of silence, the young woman lifted her head, wondering if the King had found her 
offering pleasing. 

The King now stood before her, with all of His beauty, strength and excellence surrounding 
Him.  Instead of her box, however, He held another box. He took her hands, and placed them around 
the sides of it. “My Daughter,” the King said. “It is not about what you offer, but what you hold back. 
Love Me more than what lays inside of this box.” The young woman studied her King’s face, captivat-
ed by the grace and mercy that filled His eyes. She lifted the lid of the box, and gasped at what lay 
inside. She lifted the mirror and gazed at her own reflection. (Online source duly acknowledged) 

Let us take a minute to reflect on our motivation for loving service to others! Is our service to others a 
reflection of our love for God? 

God’s blessings! Fr. Vince 



LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS: 
1st Collection (for Diocese) = $1603.60 

 2nd Collection (for Parish) Envelopes = $1514.00 
Loose = $1167.80 

Credit cards/Direct Debit ave weekly = $2107 
TOTAL =  $4788.80 

 
If you donate to the parish and have recently changed your  

credit card, please phone the parish office on 96542260. 
Thank you for your generosity! 

BAPTISM PREPARATION: 
The next Baptism preparation session will be on 

Saturday,  1st February at  4:30-5:30pm  
in the new function centre. 

 To book, please call the parish office on 96542260. 

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS: 
For the recently deceased 
Michael Nincevic, James Gregory, Zoren Galea, James Raj, 
Alf Barbagallo, Philomena Beresford 

For the dearly departed 
Noeleen Hennessy, Stana Lovekovic, Joseph and Aldo Tallon,  
Frank Piperata, Mrs. Thelma Lopez, Louis and Pauline Sammut,  
Antonio Ceroli, AnnaMaria “Mary” Spina, David Piper, Eileen Egan, 
Maria & Gerson Dias, Marion Graham, Christy & Breda Sherlock,  
deceased of the Sherlock, Coghlan & Kinsella families, Pietro Ceccato, 
deceased of the Ceccato & Ferraro families,  
Norman & Chahede Hajje, Sheaddy & Chahide Hajje, Mary Merhi, 
Hanna & Raymond Chiha, Feliciana Sabellano, deceased of the  
Pellizzon and Turcato families, Howard Langham 

For healing of the sick 
Adeline Lotze, Vince Luca, Tony Boffo, Kylie Baker, Lara Sawaya,  
Candida Irugalbandra, Sheila Cañabano, Florence Smith,  
Gregory Borg, Maria Peach, Paul Byrne, Andy, Patrick Breen,  
Jacqueline Kelly, Maria, Tricia, Rob, Michael Foley, Samuel Abella, 
Harper Grace,  Margaret Collison, Margaret Gaudry, Anis Nicholas, 
Peter Balnaves, June, Dorothy Green, Pat D, Neil Rogers, Karen Bligh, 
Marlon Sabellano Alumios, Desmond Grogan, Louise,  Vanessa,  
Ben Johnson, Cathy Voss, Mary Madden, John Donnelly,   
Louise Lambert, Charlie, Frank Tabone, John Lippman,  
Sarah Bilford Beattie,  Giuseppi Grasso, Faye Willing, Annabelle,  
Patrick, Ben Eberand, Callum Goracz, Patrick Griffiths,  
Catherine Bourke, Tina, Marie, Joe, and Charles Vencyel 

2020 is the International Year of Plant Health. It has been declared 
as the International Year of Plant Health (IYPH) by the United  
Nations General Assembly to emphasise the importance of plant 
health protection in ending hunger, reducing poverty, protecting the 
environment and boosting economic development.  

What have you been reading over the summer, I was given the 
book on Bishop Pat Power, Joy and Hope: Pilgrim Priest &  
Bishop. Bishop Pat retired from the Canberra Goulburn Diocese 
in 2012. In 2009 he was named Canberra citizen of the year, and 
is outspoken in support for the poor and marginalised.  
A great read that I would be happy to pass on to others.  

 
~Sue Martin 
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Issues of The Catholic Weekly 
are available for  $2 each 

in the Piety Stall. 

Let us leave acts, not words. Nobody will have time to read us. 
-St Madeleine Sophie 

 

 5:30pm Sat 8:00am 10:00am 5:30pm 

WELCOMERS Judith Gauci 
Maria & Steve Fry 

Carmel & Michael O’Connell 
Jenny & Steve Mayhew 

Joseph Spina  
Monique Clelland 

ACOLYTE Len Gauci Steve Fry Jhun Javier HJS—Josh Fogarty 

READERS 
Pat Waters 

Robert Gerometta 
Eileen Sherlock 
Maree McNeil 

Rosanna Ceroli 
Adriana Kennedy 

Janelle & Stephen Bawden 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

Berenice Hart-Gerometta 
Judith Gauci 

Nuri Wardrop 
Lorraine Ewer 

Jenny & Steve Mayhew 
Marian Piper 

Janelle Bawden 

JUN MINISTERS Monica & Dom Bruggeling Patrick McNeil James Whittle Sara Sawaya 

MUSICIANS NO MUSICIANS Joan & David Angela, Pax and JMJ Youth Group 

COUNTERS John Hourigan and Kay Brooks CHILDREN’S LITURGY  ON BREAK 

FLOWERS *** ALTAR LINEN Jan Parslow 

CHARITY SEWING DAY 

Tuesday 21 January, 2020 at 10am until around 4pm.   

To sew the clooties for our fire fighters, pouches for animals  
orphaned by the bushfires and hopefully complete a few basic 
patchwork quilts for a trauma charity. All materials will be  
supplied but you are most welcome to bring any additional fabrics; 
you can also bring along your own sewing machine. Morning tea and 
lunch will be provided.   

For further details please contact Deb Rankin on 0409 158 970    

 

WELCOMERS Dianne Millington 
Terry & Carol Scott 

Amber G, Brendan F 
Zakia Touma 

Sandra Tabone 
Helen Ross 

ACOLYTE John Puleo Darren McNeil Joe Touma Jhun Javier 

READERS 
Colleen Dunlop 

Trish Keating 
Nigel Saunders 

Kay Brooks 
John & Maureen Burford 

Trish Maidens 
Patrick Tuttle 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

Trish Keating 
Lidia Ceccato 

Frances Sanders 
Margaret Steele 

Ann & Mark Lee 
Tereza Barisic 
Trish Maidens 

JUN MINISTERS 
Annabelle & Matilda Rogers 

Addison Bayly-Pike 
Patrick McNeil 

Kerstin Grima 
Jack Treak 

Thomas & James Barker 

MUSICIANS Lisa Jacobs Joan & David Merle & Doug Youth Group 

COUNTERS Paul Vella & Belle Craig CHILDREN’S LITURGY  ON BREAK 

 FLOWERS   ALTAR LINEN Peg Grogan 


