
15th March 2020 
Third Sunday of Lent 

 

Exodus 17:3-7 

Romans 5;1-2, 5-8 

John 4:5-42 

 

Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service,  

strives to be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.  

28 Annangrove Rd, Kenthurst, NSW 2156 
Ph: 96542260,  Fax: 96542261, Email: stmads@yahoo.com.au 

www.stmadeleine.org.au 
Office Hours:  Tues-Fri, 9am—4pm 

 JESUS, THE LIVING WATER IS FREE FOR ASKING 
A lengthy but a wonderful dialogue between Jesus and a Samaritan woman! I presume that you have a  
comprehensive understanding of the cultural background of the Jewish and Samaritan communities. Instead of 
delving in exegesis of this gospel, let me share some of the practical lessons that we can derive from the gospel. 

Water is sometimes turbulent and sometimes quiet.  It has long been 
seen as an image of the soul.  “What’s water but the generated soul?” 
wrote W.B. Yeats.  A storm at sea has awesome power, yet water is 
able to mirror the sky in perfect tranquillity.  God comes to us  
sometimes in the storm and sometimes in moments of deep 
peace.  We have to hold ourselves ready for both.  The living water that 
Jesus talks about in the gospel is the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit… the living water refers to himself … his love … As we 
drink this water, we are strengthened to face our life with all its ups 
and downs. 

Let us take a look at Jesus of today’s gospel:  He was physically tired, 
thirsty, and hungry after his hectic mission in the countryside. He was 

emotionally drained as he had to face an awful lot of rejection, controversy and ridicule. It appears as if things led 
him to think about what really mattered to him…  When we are down, the things that are at the heart of ourselves 
come to the surface….and look what surfaced in Jesus….  

He was thirsty, but his physical thirst served only to remind him how thirsty he was  to do  His Father’s desire.  
He was thirsty for the faith and love of those he met; he was thirsty to give hope and life to the voiceless and the 
marginalized in the community,  he was thirsty to embrace  the impending death. 

He was hungry… that recalled to him how he had been longing to fill himself with the bread of his Father’s word 
and keep it…  My food is to do the will of my Father…. Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of God…. This hunger and thirst empowered him to break down the walls of separation 
between the Jews and the Samaritans… He was bold enough to step over the border into places where good Jews 
would not go… and he stayed here for two days (the gospel) … he was not afraid of talking to a woman in public 
and a Samaritan woman at that, which was quite unthinkable in the Jewish community.  

What about me? Do the physical needs, hardships take me to the depth of things that constitute my life? Do our 
physical needs trump our spiritual needs? 

Look at the Samaritan woman:  She was just curious, and at first she was not personally involved.  She was not  
passionate in her beliefs.  She had much confusion in her life… but she was open to dialogue with Jesus. The  
compassion and non-judgmental approach of Jesus made her understand the principles of life and motivated her 
to embrace a transformed life.  

• Life does not consist only in material things… There 
are things other than money and material comforts 
that make life meaningful and joyful. It is the living 
water… the Holy Spirit … a life in the love of Jesus 
that make life total. 

• A compassionate heart can do miracles in the lives of 
others as the compassion and understanding of Jesus 
made her change her morality.  

• A true worship of God does consist in living up to the 
standards set by God Himself:  there should not be 
any dichotomy between the worship and life… our life 
should become the perfect worship. 

• Finally, life is to be shared… what we freely receive … we freely give… she goes back to her town and shares 
her experiences and draws many to Jesus …  

May these principles help us to see our relationship with the living water, Jesus! (Various sources acknowledged) 

Take some time to reflect on the story on the next page.         God's blessings, Fr. Vince 



We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of this country on which we worship 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS: 
1st Collection (for Diocese) = $ 1738.85 

 2nd Collection (for Parish) Envelopes = $  1571 
Loose = $  1457.85 

Credit cards/Direct Debit ave weekly = $2107 
TOTAL =  $  5135.85 

 
If you donate to the parish and have recently changed your  

credit card, please phone the parish office on 96542260. 

Thank you for your generosity! 

BAPTISM PREPARATION: 
The next Baptism preparation session will be on 

Saturday,  4th April at  4:30-5:30pm  
in the function centre. 

 To book, please call the parish office on 96542260.  
Thank you. 

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS: 
For the recently deceased 
Patrick Ryan, Adeline Lee-Lotze, Maria Desanti,  
Robyn Neasbey, Tom McCosker, and Peter McLoughlin 

For the dearly departed 
Faraj Ayoub, Marylyn Ayoub, Suhail Khoury, Cescilita Villabert,  
Eugenio, Pasquale, M Teresa Loccisano, Giuseppi Mileto,  
Maria & Rosario Agresta, Domenica & Francesco Campanella,  
Giuseppina & Giuseppi Papalia, Vincenzina Americano,  
Salvatore Campo, Giovanni Cristaldi, Santo Cristaldi, Orazia Cristaldi 
Tony Boffo, Rex & Irene D’Souza, Gerson & Maria Dias,  
Louis Sammut, Stanley Rodrigues, Charles James Bradley,  
Benito Sabellano, Rena Hooper, Patricia Bryant, Eduardo Piccoli,  
Maria Piccoli, Giovanni Scarpin, Domenica Scarpin,  
Giulia & Fulvio Russo, Grace Corpuz,  Howard Langham, Paul Spina, 
Rev Fr Callahan, Patrick Joseph Bradley, Alegria Ricafrente 

For healing of the sick 
Joe Fuda, India,  Vince Luca, Kylie Baker, Lara Sawaya,  
Candida Irugalbandra, Sheila Cañabano, Florence Smith,  
Gregory Borg, Maria Peach, Paul Byrne, Andy, Patrick Breen,  
Jacqueline Kelly, Maria, Tricia, Rob, Michael Foley, Samuel Abella, 
Harper Grace,  Margaret Collison, Margaret Gaudry, Anis Nicholas, 
Peter Balnaves, Dorothy Green, Pat D, Neil Rogers, Karen Bligh,  
Marlon Sabellano Alumios, Desmond Grogan, Louise,  Vanessa,  
Ben Johnson, Cathy Voss, Mary Madden, John Donnelly,   
Louise Lambert, Charlie, Frank Tabone, John Lippman,  
Sarah Bilford Beattie,  Giuseppi Grasso, Faye Willing, Patrick,  
Ben Eberand, Callum Goracz, Patrick Griffiths, Catherine Bourke,  
Tina, Marie, Joe, and Charles Vencyel 

For the intentions of 
Dante S Calaoagan and Miriam Dieudonne  
and Geraldine Alumios Durango 

Last Saturday Mark O’Connor Vicar for Communications 
in the diocese spoke at OLMC on the Amazonia synod, if  
anyone is interested in his talk or the discussion guide 
La Querida Amazonia I can email them to you 
sue@kcj.net.au  

Fr. Vince and the parish community  would 
like to express gratitude and thanks to  
John Anderson for his commitment to our 
local Vinnies conference for several 
years.  As he is stepping down from this 
role, Mark Easton of our parish has  

accepted to take his place and continue to represent our 
parish to Vinnies.  May we welcome  Mark and support 
him in all his efforts to reach out to our less fortunate 
brothers and sisters!  

~Sue Martin 

Once a man got lost in a desert. The water in his flask had run out two days ago, and he was on his last legs. He knew that 
if he didn't get some water soon, he would surely die. The man saw a small hut ahead of him. He thought it would be a  
mirage or maybe a hallucination, but having no other option, he moved toward it. As he got closer, he realised it was quite 
real. So he dragged his tired body to the door with the last of his strength. The hut was not occupied and seemed like it had 
been abandoned for quite some time. The man entered into it, hoping against hope that he might find water inside. His 
heart skipped a beat when he saw what was in the hut - a water hand pump.  It had a pipe going down through the floor, 
perhaps tapping a source of water deep under-ground. He began working the hand pump, but no water came out. He kept 
at it and still nothing happened. Finally, he gave up from exhaustion and frustration. He threw up his hands in despair. It 
looked as if he was going to die after all. Then the man noticed a bottle in one corner of the hut. It was filled with water and 
corked up to prevent evaporation. He uncorked the bottle and was about to gulp down the sweet life-giving water, when he 
noticed a piece of paper attached to it. Handwriting on the paper read: "Use this water to start the pump. Don't forget to 
fill the bottle when you're done." He had a dilemma. He could follow the instruction and pour the water into the pump, or 
he could ignore it and just drink the water. What to do? If he let the water go into the pump, what assurance did he have 
that it would work? What if the pump malfunctioned? What if the pipe had a leak? What if the underground reservoir had 
long dried up? But then, maybe the instruction was correct. Should he risk it? If it turned out to be 
false, he would be throwing away the last water he would ever see. Hands trembling, he poured 
the water into the pump. Then he closed his eyes, said a prayer, and started working the pump. 
He heard a gurgling sound, and then water came gushing out, more than he could possibly use. 
He luxuriated in the cool and refreshing stream. He was going to live! After drinking his fill and 
feeling much better, he looked around the hut. He found a pencil and a map of the region. The 
map showed that he was still far away from civilization, but at least now he knew where he was 
and which direction to go. He filled his flask for the journey ahead. He also filled the bottle and 
put the cork back in. Before leaving the hut, he added his own writing below the instruction: 
"Believe me, it works!" 
This story is all about life. It teaches us that We must GIVE before We can RECEIVE Abundantly. 
More importantly, it also teaches that FAITH plays an important role in GIVING. The man did 
not know if his action would be rewarded, but he proceeded regardless. Without knowing what to 
expect, he made a Leap of Faith. Water in this story represents the Good things in Life. Give  life 
some Water to Work with, and it will RETURN far more than you put in...…..!!! 

BISHOP’S GOOD SAMARITAN APPEAL 

Help CatholicCare chaplains 
bring comfort, faith and hope  

to the sick and isolated.   
Your compassionate gifts 

and prayers will help 
CatholicCare chaplains  

provide spiritual,  
sacramental and emotional support in the footsteps  

of the Good Samaritan.   
Please give generously to the Bishop’s Good Samaritan Appeal 

next weekend, 21-22 March 2020  
yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal 



4th/5th April:  Palm Sunday 

9th April:  Holy Thursday 
 7pm:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 8pm—12mn:  Vigil with the Lord 

10th April:  Good Friday 
 9:30am:  Stations of the Cross 
 3pm:  The Lord’s Passion  (special collection for the Holy Land) 

11th April:  Easter Vigil Mass at 5:30pm 

12th April:  Easter Sunday Masses at 8am and 10am (no evening Mass) 

If you are available and willing, please put your name down on the signup sheets. 

Welcomers Coordinator:     
Music Coordinator: Alexandra Mifsud 

Junior Ministers Coordinator: Maree McNeil 
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Deb Rankin  

Baptism Preparation: Angelique Easton 
RCIA Coordinator:  Steve Fry 

Playgroup Coordinator:  
SRE Coordinator:  Maureen Jones 

Friendship Group:  Jenny Puleo 
Ministry to the Nursing Homes Coordinator:  

Peter Balnaves/Suzanne Kingston-Hunt 
Adult Faith Formation:  Careyanne Moylan 

Property Maintenance Manager:  Rick Jones 
Piety Stall:  Sandra Tabone 

Altar Linen Coordinator:  Catherine Diekman 
Parish Council Chair:  Patrick Tuttle 

Finance Committee Chair:  Aaron Cauchi 

 PARISH VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS 

Issues of The Catholic Weekly 
are available for  $2 each. 

Copies are in the Piety Stall. 

PARISH TEAM 

Parish Priest: 
Rev Vincent Savarimuthu 

Assistant Priest: 

Rev Jessie Balorio 

Parish Secretary: 
Lisa Echevarria 

Sacramental Coordinator 
Sally Coppini 

St Madeleine’s Primary School 
Phone: 9654 6751 

Principal: Mrs Jeanette Black 

Marian College 
Phone:  9654 6700 

Principal: Mrs Jayne Campbell 

 

PARISH SERVICES 

Weekend Masses:  
Saturday 5.30pm   

Sunday 8:00am, 10:00 am, 5.30pm 

Children’s Liturgy 
10am Mass during School terms 

Weekday Masses  
9:15 - Tuesdays to Fridays 

10-10:30 Fridays - Adoration 

Prayer Group:  Wednesdays after the 
9.15 am Mass 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5.00pm 

Baptisms: Every 4th Sunday at 11:20,  
or during 10am Masses 

Weddings: By appointment 

Jesus will supply for all that we 
lack if our confidence in his help 

is without limit. 
-St Madeleine Sophie 

Parish Secretary 
I would like to inform you that Lisa has decided to resign from her position as parish secretary 
to move on to other challenges.  We have been very fortunate to have Lisa’s outstanding  
service and contribution towards the growth of our community for the past five years. I cannot 
express in words my deepest appreciation to Lisa for the support she has provided me, the 
parish team and ministries in taking our parish forward.  We will miss Lisa in her official role as 
parish secretary, but look forward to continuing our relationship with Lisa and her family as 
valued members of our parish.  
We are therefore looking for a Parish secretary to work on a permanent part time basis, work 
hours to depend on the candidate’s skills from a minimum of 16hours to a max 30 hours per 
week (over 2 or 4 Days). The Parish secretary reports to the parish priest and will be required 
to work within a small parish team. The initial appointment will be a maximum term  
appointment for the period of one year, with a 6-month probationary period. The salary for 
this position will be commensurate with the experience level of the successful applicant and  
covered under the Clerks Private Sector Award 2010. 

Your main responsibilities will include: 
•Respect and support the teachings of the church and the ethos of the parish and diocese 
•Providing secretarial and administrative support for the Parish Priest 
•Preparing the weekly bulletins and PowerPoint presentations  
•Managing and maintaining parish accounts, raising of invoices and provide financial reports 
•Basic bookkeeping including account reconciliations, PAYG, BAS and superannuation 
•Maintaining Baptismal and other parish registers 
•Answering parish enquiries and providing sound customer service 
•Supervising the Website management 
•Ordering stationery, sacramental supplies, special ceremony supplies and other parish items 
as required 

About You: You will bring 
•Sound time management skills and the ability to prioritise tasks 
•Cultural sensitivity & the ability to liaise with a broad range of people 
•Previous experience in an administrative based role 
•Strong customer service skills 
•Organisational and problem-solving skills 
•Excellent verbal and written communication skills 
•Ability to multi-task and work quickly and efficiently 
•Sound interpersonal skills and the ability to work within a team 
•An active involvement in the life of the church/ Visible to the parish community and be a part 
of the parish activities.  

Join our team! 
Applications will include a Cover Letter and Resume. 
Applications must also include names and contact details for at least two referees, one of 
whom should be your parish priest if you are not a parishioner of St Madeleine’s.  
Please submit your applications to the office or to stmads@yahoo.com.au 
Applications close 27th March 2020.  

Fr. Vince  
St Patrick’s Feast Day—17th March 

Rick Jones has generously volunteered to be the Property Maintenance Coordinator in our parish, with 
the support of a few other parishioners. I welcome him and the team wholeheartedly for taking up this 
service in our community. He would like to have a few more hands to make the job easier. May I request 
you a few more to join the team for the good of our parish !     Fr Vince 



 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Lumby Hampson 
Real Estate since 1968 

 

“Let our family look 

after your family” 

lumbyhampson.com.au 9651 2788 

TH
IS

 W
EE

K
EN

D
 

 

 

 
Servicing all makes and models! 

Call Joe on 9679 1097 
189A Annangrove Road, Annangrove 2156 

Hills Family Funerals 
 

“A tradition of care and concern” 
Funeral Planning and  

Pre-Arranged Funerals 
For personal attention please call 
Richard Spiteri at 9659 0900  

GLENHAVEN  
PRIVATE PRESCHOOL 

*Preschool for children 3-6 years  
* School Terms 8:30am – 3:30pm   

(closed school holidays)  
*Situated in peaceful; bushland setting  

*All teachers highly experienced and qualified 
19 BANNERMAN RD KENTHURST,  

PH:  9654 0345 

Lina Polifroni 

Seamstress 

0418687258 

All Clothing Alterations 
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Popular Dr Selina Leow and Dr Darren Calleia  

Stanhope Dental Centre 
17 Conrad Road, Kellyville Ridge  

(8 mins from Rouse Hill)   
8883 1522  

*Open 6 days  
*Female and male dentists  

*Medicare schemes accepted  
*All ages *One-appt crowns 

Soccer Starters Program 
For Preschool 3 – 5 years 

Active Soccer Training in an  
Educational Fun Environment 

Call Pat : 0404148259  
E: info@asafootball.com.au  

“Developing tomorrows  
footballers today”       

Bella’s Law Group 
Belinda Sawaya 

0498235527 
belinda@bellaslawgroup.com.au 

 
Wills, Probates, Powers of Attorney, 
conveyancing and family law needs 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 
& GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

carpentry—painting—tiling 
plastering—bricklaying 
mowing and gardening 

Call Ross—0417 278 351 

 

 

 5:30pm Sat 8:00am 10:00am 5:30pm 

WELCOMERS  
Maria & Steve Fry 

Carmel & Mike O’Connell 
Jenny & Steve Mayhew Joseph Spina 

ACOLYTE Peter Balnaves Steve Fry Jhun Javier HJS—Josh Fogarty 

READERS 
Pat Waters 

Robert Gerometta 
Eileen Sherlock 
Maree McNeil 

Rosanna Ceroli 
Adriana Kennedy 

Janelle & Stephen Bawden 

EUCHARISTIC 
MINISTERS 

***** ***** ***** Marian Piper 

JUN MINISTERS Monica & Dom Bruggeling Patrick McNeil  Sara Sawaya 

MUSICIANS Bev & Pat Joan & David Bobby, Mark & JMJ Bobby 

COUNTERS John & Betty Hourigan CHILDREN’S LITURGY  Deb Rankin 

 FLOWERS NO FLOWERS DURING LENT  ALTAR LINEN Marian Piper 

 

WELCOMERS Dianne Millington 
Terry & Carol Scott 

Amber G, Brendan F 
Zakia Touma 

Sandra Touma 
Helen Ross 

ACOLYTE John Puleo Darren McNeil Joe Touma Jhun Javier 

READERS 
Colleen Dunlop 

Trish Keating 
Nigel Saunders 

Kay Brooks 
Sandra Tabone 

Careyanne Moylan 
Trish Maidens 
Patrick Tuttle 

JUN MINISTERS 
Matilda Rogers 

Addison Bayly-Pike 
Patrick McNeil 

Kerstin Grima 
Jack Treak 

Thomas & James Barker 

MUSICIANS Bev & Pat Joan & David Merle & Doug Bobby 

COUNTERS Paul Vella & Belle Craig CHILDREN’S LITURGY  Sally Coppini 

 FLOWERS NO FLOWERD DURING LENT  ALTAR LINEN Kathy Fenech 


