
CHRISTMAS  2021 

FEAST OF HOLY FAMILY  

26 Dec 2021 

1 Samuel 1:20—22 , 24-28 

1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 

Luke 2: 41-52 

Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service,  

strives to be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.  

 
 

“All the Christmas presents in the world are worth nothing without the    
presence of Christ.” —David Jeremiah 

 
Some children were asked what love is. The responses were quite interesting and instructive for us adults. One said, 
"Love is when my mommy makes a cup of coffee for my daddy and takes a little taste before she gives it to him to 
make sure it tastes okay." Another said, "Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you’ve left him alone 
all day." Another response was, "You really shouldn’t say, ’I love you’ unless you really mean it, but if you mean it, 
you should say it a lot. People forget." One boy said, "When someone loves you, the way they call your name is        
different. You just know that your name is safe in their mouth." And finally, seven-year-old Bobby said, "Love is 
what’s in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and listen."   
 
God is mightily glorified as we Keep "Christ," and the "Mass" in "Christmas!".  The real joy of Christmas streams 
into our hearts as we make the Saviour the focus of the season. As we do this, Jesus gives Himself in the Eucharist 
as the priceless and irreplaceable gift to us.  As David O. McKay says, “True happiness comes only by making others 
happy—the practical application of the Saviour’s doctrine of losing one’s life to gain it. In short, the Christmas   

spirit is the Christ spirit, that makes our hearts glow in brotherly love and friendship and prompts us to do kind deeds of service. 
 
We are naturally troubled and scared about the new variant and its surge among the communities around the world which might lead 
us to fear. Christ meets us where we are and He gives us the promise of His presence and providence. Hence, let us feel peace in our 
lives amidst all uncertainties and unprecedented challenges. Let us believe that the hand of the Lord is with us even as we go through 
hard and challenging times.  Peace and hope are the ‘gifts’ the multitude of the heavenly host offer us as they offer to the poor        
shepherds by then. 
 
On the last Sunday of the year (Boxing Day) we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family.  The first reading is a 
commentary on the fourth commandment: ‘Honour your father and your mother.’ Ben Sirach has many good 
things to say about living properly according to Torah.  Sirach reminds children of their duty to honour their   
parents – even when it becomes difficult. He also mentions the two-fold reward which God promises to those 
who honour their father and mother. The first reward is “riches,” and the second long life: “Whoever reveres his 
father will live a long life.” He reminds children how God blesses them if they obey, revere and show compassion 
to their father. Paul in the letter to the Colossians advises us that we should put on love and remain thankful in 
our relationships with one another. Paul’s advice is part of the "Household code" – the rules for members of the 
Christian family. Though it is dated to Paul’s time in its details, the underlying message of being careful with one 
another – being full of care – is timeless. Paul teaches that children should learn and practice noble qualities like 
compassion, kindness, forgiveness and sharing in the warmth of the family. In a truly holy family all members are 
respected, cherished, nurtured and supported, united through the bond of love. Today’s gospel describes how 
Joseph and Mary protected the Child Jesus from the sword of King Herod by escaping with him to Egypt. 
 
The Church encourages us to look to the Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph for inspiration, example and encouragement.    They were a 
model family in which both parents worked hard, helped each other, understood and accepted each other, and took good care of their 
Child so that He might grow up not only in human knowledge but also as a Child of God. 
 
A senior Judge of the Supreme Court recently congratulated the bride and groom in a marriage with a pertinent piece of advice:            
“See that you never convert your family into a courtroom; instead let it be a confessional. If the husband-and-wife start arguing like 
attorneys, in an attempt to justify their behaviour, their family becomes a court of law and nobody wins.   On the other hand, if the      
husband and the wife -- as in a confessional -- are ready to admit their faults and try to correct them, the family becomes a heavenly 
one.” Make the family a confessional rather than a courtroom.   (Source: Kayala) 
 
“Christmas began in the heart of God. It is complete only when it reaches the heart of man. Why wait for a call when you have a       
command?” —Robert Hughes. 
 
Wish you a Merry, safe and joyful Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 
In the joy of Christ, 

Fr. Vince 

 
 



Music Coordinators: Alexandra Mifsud, Selina Calleia & 
Joan Sattler 

Junior Ministers Coordinator: Maree McNeil 
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Deb Rankin  

Baptism Preparation: Angelique Easton 
RCIA Coordinator:  Steve Fry 

Playgroup Coordinator:  
SRE Coordinator:  Maureen Jones 

Friendship Group:  Jenny Puleo 
Ministry to the Nursing Homes Coordinator:  

Suzanne Kingston-Hunt 
Adult Faith Formation:  Careyanne Moylan 

Property Maintenance Manager:  Rick Jones 
Piety Shop:  Sandra Tabone 

Altar Linen Coordinator:  Catherine Diekman 
Parish Council Chair:  Patrick Tuttle 

Finance Committee Chair:  Aaron Cauchi 
Welcomers Coordinator:  

 PARISH VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS 

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS: 

For recently deceased : 
 
 
For the dearly departed: 
Barbara Wood, Karen Draddy, Elizabeth 
Graby, Thea Crowe, James D’arcy, Keith 
Okey, Marguerita Rigby, Michele     
Vacearella, Pablito Corpuz, Feliciana Sabellano, 
Setna Mulvihill, Mulvihill Family, Cullingan family, 
Dominico Teresa Papaudrea, George Hajje, 
George Moit, Adel Abraham, Mila Lovric, Pero 
Lovric, Portelli & Buttigieg  Family, Philomena 
Beresford, George Cascun, Josephine Cortis,   
Norman &    Chahida Hajje, Sheaddy & Chahida 
Hajje, Hanna & Raymond Chiha, Betty & Mary 
Merhi, Joe Galea. 
 
For healing of the sick : 
Rostmarie Huber 
   
*If you would like someone to be included  among 
these requests, please let us know by email, phone call, 
or by dropping a note in the locked box outside the 
parish office. 

SOCIAL JUSTICE @ ST MADS 
 

The Laudato Si’ COSMIC ADVENT WREATH is an adaptation of the        
traditional advent wreath, the four candles invite us to embrace a new 
level of shared consciousness born of science and religion.  Week 1 birth 
of the universe, blue candle. Week 2 birth of the solar system, green   
candle. Week 3 birth of Jesus the Christ, red candle. Week 4 my birth into 
the whole cosmic body of the universe, amber candle. May our struggles 

and our  concern for this planet never take away the JOY of our HOPE. Laudato Si’ 
 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM 

On behalf of the Parish Community, I would like 
to thank you so much for your ongoing support, 
which has been very vital to keep our Parish going 
strong. You can drop off the envelopes at the 
parish office or you can do it electronically to: 
Account Name     :  Kenthurst Catholic  
Church BSB           :  067950 
Account Number :  00000388 
 
Parishioners wishing to donate or pledge their 
giving via direct debit, please pick up the form at 
the church and submit to Fr Vincent  after      
completion 
 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS: 
1st Collection (for Diocese) = $1168.25 
2nd Collection (for Parish)  
Envelopes = $793.50 
Loose = $849.40 
Credit cards/Direct Debit Ave weekly= $2087.50 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 

PIETY SHOP 
Are you looking for a gift for a special person for Holy  Communion, Confirmation, Baptism &  
Birthdays? Come and have a look in the piety shop  
We have an ever changing array of gifts and religious items. Special orders are welcome too . 
We are open after every weekend mass.   
Contact Sandra Tabone on 0413272400 for any special requests. 
 
COLUMBIAN CALENDARS AND MAGELLAN CHRISTMAS CARDS   
The 2022 Calendars and cards now available for   purchase in piety shop  
Calendars $10 and cards $7 
 
 
 

 PRAYER AT ST MADS 
The Sunday Gospel    
reflections 

Tuesday Morning at 10.30 am via Zoom. Contact Careyanne   
0438  791 813  or careyannemoylan@hotmail.com  

RCIA For enquires contact Fr Vincent  or Parish Office 

St Mads Care Group Provide parish support and care such as meals, transport, shopping and     
assistance to members of our parish. 
Contact Bernadette 0418 248 256 

St Mads Rosary Thursday after morning mass & Monday night at 7pm Via Zoom 
Zoom meeting  ID 840 2707 2956 
Contact Lydia Ceccato & Kay Brook 

Baptism  
Preparation  

First Saturday  of the month  in Function centre. Ring /email Parish office for 
booking 9654 2260 (Tuesday—Fri  10am –4 pm or stmads@yahoo.com.au.)  
Next session : Saturday 8 Jan 2022 

No morning mass from Tuesday 28 December— Friday 31 December 2021 
Parish Office close from Tuesday 28 December 2021—04 January 2022 

 

MASS TIMES 

Sunday 26 Dec 8am, 10am & 
5:30pm 

Usual Weekend Masses 

Friday 31 Dec 
New Year’s Eve  

11:30 pm 
12 Midnight 

Eucharistic Adoration 
Mass 

COVID 19 UPDATE   
 

Wearing of the face mask in our church  
and  Check –in using the QR code or 

 registering your details upon entry is     
mandatory.  

CALLING FOR VOLUNTEERS 

We need volunteers for various ministries in our parish. Please  
contact Parish Office if you can help 



We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of this country on which we worship 

PARISH TEAM 

Parish Priest: 
Rev Vincent Savarimuthu 

Parish Secretaries: 
Anastasia Abdipranoto 

Susie Lee 

Sacramental Coordinator 
Sandra De Nardi 

St Madeleine’s Primary School 
Phone: 9654 6751 

Principal: Mrs Barbara Young 

Marian College 
Phone:  9654 6700 

Principal: Mrs Jayne Campbell 
 

PARISH SERVICES 

Weekend Masses:  
Saturday 5.30pm   

Sunday 8:00am, 10:00 am, 5.30pm 

Children’s Liturgy 
TBA 

Weekday Masses  
9:15 - Tuesdays to Fridays 

9:45—10:15 Fridays - Adoration 

Prayer Group:  Wednesdays after the 
9.15 am Mass 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5.00pm 

Baptisms: Every Sunday at 11:20  
(Must make a booking) 

Weddings: By appointment 

 

 

 

 

Diocese of Parramatta COVID-19 update 
Parishes across Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains are opening their doors for private prayer, 
Reconciliation and for the celebration of Mass and sacraments such as baptisms, weddings and       
funerals. Please contact your local parish to check Mass and liturgy times and the COVID-Safe          
arrangements in place.  
Livestreamed Masses from across the Diocese of Parramatta are still available on the Diocesan        
website https://www.parracatholic.org/covid19/#online. For more information, please visit the       
Diocesan website www.parracatholic.org/covid19 
 

Christmas Mass and Reconciliation Times 
Christmas Mass and Reconciliation Times from parishes across Western Sydney and the Blue        
Mountains are available now on our Diocesan website (www.parracatholic.org), on Catholic Outlook 
(www.catholicoutlook.org) and on our Diocesan social media channels. Merry Christmas from the  
Diocese of Parramatta.  

Thank You for Supporting CatholicCare’s Houses to Homes 
Thank you for your kind-hearted generosity and support over the last few weeks for the Bishop’s 
Christmas Appeal. Your donation will help CatholicCare’s Houses to Homes to provide a loving        
sanctuary for young mothers in crisis. Thank you for your compassion and generosity. For anyone who 
hasn’t had a chance to donate, please visit yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal 

 
‘The Well’ offering on-demand spiritual nourishment 

Need some inspiration and spiritual encouragement? Why not check out The Well? The Diocese’s ‘on 
demand’ streaming site has a tonne of video and prayer resources for you to explore and engage with. 
Our Pastoral Formation – Mission Enhancement Team have produced a series of workshops exploring 
synodality and what Pope Francis’ Synod on Synodality means for the life of the Diocese. Visit 
www.thewell.org.au today. 

 
Diocese of Parramatta launches Plenary Council resource website 

A new website provides resources for parishioners in the Diocese of Parramatta to stay involved in the 
Plenary Council, which is exploring what the future of our Church should look like. Beyond the First 
Assembly of the Plenary Council, visit parracatholic.org/plenary-2021/ to find a range of information,   
a Diocesan prayer and more as we move into a time of prayer, reflection, maturation and                  
development.  

Saint : Saint Stephen  
Feast Day: 26 December 
 
“As the number of disciples 
continued to grow, the Greek
-speaking Christians         
complained against the    
Hebrew-speaking Christians, saying that 
their widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution. So the Twelve called  
together the community of the disciples 
and said, ‘It is not right for us to neglect the 
word of God to serve at table. Brothers, 
select from among you seven reputable 
men, filled with the Spirit and  wisdom, 
whom we shall appoint to this task,    
whereas we shall devote ourselves to    
prayer and to the ministry of the word.’ The 
proposal was acceptable to the whole   
community, so they chose Stephen, a man 
filled with faith and the Holy Spirit…” (Acts 
6:1-5)   
Acts of the Apostles says that Stephen was 
a man filled with grace and power, who 
worked great wonders among the people. 
Certain Jews, members of the Synagogue of 
Roman Freedmen, debated with Stephen, 
but proved no match for the wisdom and 
spirit with which he spoke. They persuaded 
others to make the charge of blasphemy 
against him. He was seized and carried  
before the Sanhedrin.   
In his speech, Stephen recalled God’s    
guidance through Israel’s history, as well as 
Israel’s idolatry and disobedience. He then 
claimed that his persecutors were showing 
this same spirit. “…you always oppose the 
holy Spirit; you are just like your             
ancestors” (Acts 7:51b). con’t-                                                        
                                                
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-
of-the-day/saint-stephen 

Stay in touch through our   
parish Facebook page:   

https://www.facebook.com/ 
St-Madeleine-Sophie-Barat-Parish 

Kindergarten 2022 
We are still accepting        

enrolments for Kindergarten 
2022 and welcome your  

application. Please check the 
school's website  

www.stmadeleineskenthurst.
catholic.edu.au  to download 
the application and forward it 
to the school office as soon as 
possible. Come and be part of 

our beautiful community! 

 

 

 

A message from Aid to the Church 
in Need Australia: 

  This month can you provide 
Transport for Pastoral Care in 
Malawi? Your support will help 
priests and religious to visit 
their people and aid their     
ministry to administer the    
sacraments and to keep the 
Faith alive. Visit 
www.aidtochurch.org/
monthlyproject  

 
 

Liturgical Ministry Formation 
Course 2022  

The Liturgical Ministry Formation 
Courses will begin early next year in 
February. For more information 
please contact the Office for      
Worship on (02) 8838 3456 
or anne.stanton@parracatholic.org 
or visit our website to download an 
enrolment form at https://
officeforworship.org.au/ 

      Synod of Bishops 2021 –2023 Response 
 
Pope Francis has asked all Catholics to participate in the Synod of 
Bishops by responding to his call for a ‘Listening Church’. The first 
step for Australian Catholics is participation in a discernment   
process, whereby they consider their thoughts individually or in 
groups of family and friends. There are resources to help them do 
this at the website we have created for parishioners in the      
Diocese of Parramatta which can be found at the 
link bit.ly/synod2023  
 
Parishioners can then upload their responses onto 
a  portal operated by the ACBC.  Responses will be accepted up 
until 27 February 2022. 

BISHOP VINCENT’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2021 
 

Christmas massage from Bishop Vincent can be viewed on line at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=FlXRo4-gB3Mlink or https://catholicoutlook.org/bishop-vincent-longs-

christmas-message-2021/  



 

 

 

            

 

 

  

 
  

 

 

 

Lumby Hampson 
Real Estate since 1968 

 

“Let our family look 

after your family” 

lumbyhampson.com.au 9651 

 

 

 
Servicing all makes and models! 

Call Joe on 9679 1097 
189A Annangrove Road, Annangrove 2156 

WANTED 
Housekeeper/Babysitter 

in Dural area 
To help family with 2 children 

Please call Alison at 
0498174131 

Popular Dr Selina Leow and Dr Darren Calleia  

Stanhope Dental Centre 
17 Conrad Road, Kellyville Ridge  

(8 mins from Rouse Hill)   
8883 1522  

*Open 6 days  
*Female and male dentists  

*Medicare schemes accepted  
*All ages *One-appt crowns 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 
& GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

carpentry—painting—tiling 
plastering—bricklaying 
mowing and gardening 

Call Ross—0417 278 351 

 

 5:30PM VIGIL 8AM SUNDAY 10AM SUNDAY 5:30PM SUNDAY 

WELCOMERS No vigil Mass 
Brendan Ford 

Carol & Terry Scott 
Zakia Touma 

Sandra Tabone 
Joseph Spina 
Lidia Ceccato 

MINISTERS OF THE 
ALTAR 

No vigil Mass  Joe Touma Jhun Javier 

READERS No vigil Mass 
Nigel Saunders 

Kay Brooks 
Sandra Tabone 
Sally Coppini 

Trish Maidens 
Patrick Tuttle 

JNR MINISTERS No vigil Mass  
Kerstin Grima 

Jack Treak 
Thomas & James Barker 

MUSICIANS No vigil Mass Joan Sattler Merle and Doug  

COUNTERS Sandra Tabone, Paul Vella, Parish Team CHILDREN’S LITURGY To be announced 

FLOWERS Donate and arrange by: Cosmo Murdocca ALTAR LINEN Alice Garratt  
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ADVERTISING 
SPACE  

AVAILABLE 

HELP WANTED 
Minibus Driver for once         

a week outings 
Please call Bupa Aged Care, 

Dural at 8331 6144 
 
 

ADVERTISING 
SPACE  

AVAILABLE 

 

WELCOMERS  Rosa & Tony Carlino 
Michelle Eamer 

Adriana Kennedy Joseph Spina 

MINISTERS OF THE 
ALTAR 

Peter Balnaves Steve Fry Joe Touma  

READERS 
Paul Cashman 

Belinda Da Ruos 
Gerry McArdle 
Nigel Saunders 

Jacqui Nisbet 
Roslyn Earl 

Jan Schroder 
Gael Carpani 

JNR MINISTERS Kerstin Grima Bailey & Casey Gambrill 
Christian Maait 
Elizabeth Cauchi 

Tiago Gregory 
Hannah Tran 

MUSICIANS     

COUNTERS Sandra Tabone & Belle Craig CHILDREN’S LITURGY To be announced 

FLOWERS  ALTAR LINEN Alice Garratt  
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