23rd January 2022
3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Neh 8:2-6, 8-10
1 Cor 12:12-30
Lk 1:1-4, 4:14-21

“YOU CAN’T DO THE WILL OF GOD IF YOU DON’T KNOW THE WORD OF GOD”
- Jack Wyrtzen

Our Church celebrates “Sunday of the Word of God” this week. Pope Francis, in instituting this celebration, wrote, “The Bible
is the book of the Lord’s people, who, in listening to it, move from dispersion and division towards unity. The word of God
unites believers and makes them one people.” We see a glimpse of the love for sacred scripture in our first reading. The book
of Nehemiah is an account of the rebuilding of Jerusalem after the Babylonian exile. Preeminent in the rebuilding was the
reconstruction of the Jewish temple, the holy place where God’s holy people would offer sacrifices to God.
In the process of reconstruction, a book of the law of Moses is discovered. Ezra, a priest and scribe, gathers the entire
remnant of the Jewish people together and recites the entirety of the book before the assembly. The people bow down and
weep at God’s words. After the tragedy of the Babylonian exile, they recognized the importance of fidelity to God’s Word,
which was a special gift given to them as His people. By listening to the book of the law, God’s people move from being
dispersed to being united as His holy people once again.
Do we see the Word of God in the same manner? Do we recognize the gift that the Bible is? In it
contains all that is necessary for our salvation. Through the scriptures, God speaks to the new
Israel, His Church. He assures us of His love and fidelity. He challenges us when we go astray. He
communicates His plan for humanity to live in communion with God and with one
another. Would that we all have a preoccupation with the Word of God!
Such a preoccupation does not happen accidentally. We need to spend time each day reading and praying with the scriptures.
There are plenty of reading plans that help us to read the entire Bible in a year. What if you replaced your music or news
program on your daily commute with a Bible in a year podcast? The more time we spend with the scriptures, the more they
become a part of us. We begin to think as God thinks, love as God loves, and see others as God sees them. Alternatively, we
can use a missalette or bible diary or smartphone app to follow along with the daily readings from the lectionary. This allows
us to have a semi-continuous reading of most of the Bible over the course of a few years. Taking a few minutes with one or
more of the readings allows us an approachable way of starting to read the Bible.
As we become more deeply immersed in the scriptures, it will also change how we approach the celebration of the Mass. The
liturgy makes extensive use of the Bible, presenting the mysteries of our faith and helping us to enter more deeply into the
Eucharistic sacrifice. That is why the Liturgy of the Word is sometimes referred to as “the table of the Word.” In the same way
that the Holy Eucharist nourishes us with Christ’s body and blood, the Word of God nourishes the deepest desires of our
hearts, bringing comfort, peace, and healing for life’s many challenges.
We all desire to have a deeper friendship with God. The primary way we deepen friendship in life is to spend time with the
other, to get to know them and allow them to know us. The same is true of friendship with God: the more time we spend with
His Word, the more we will become acquainted with Him and his plan for our lives. (Homiletic and Pastoral Review)
As Smith Wigglesworth suggests, “There are four principles we need to maintain: First, read the Word of God.
Second, consume the Word of God until it consumes you. Third, believe the Word of God. Fourth, act on
the Word”. Let us make it a habit in our families to read the Scriptures on a daily basis!
God’s blessings
Fr. Vince

.

Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service,
strives to be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.

PRAYER AT ST MADS
The Sunday Gospel
reflections

Tuesday at 10.30 am via Zoom. Contact Careyanne
0438 791 813 or careyannemoylan@hotmail.com

Prayer Group

Wednesday after morning Mass at 10am

RCIA

For enquires contact Fr Vincent or Parish Office

St Mads Care Group

Provide parish support and care such as meals, transport, shopping and
assistance to members of our parish.
Contact Bernadette 0418 248 256

St Mads Rosary

Thursday after morning Mass & Monday night at 7pm Via Zoom
Zoom meeting ID 840 2707 2956
Contact Lydia Ceccato & Kay Brook

Baptism
Preparation

First Saturday of the month in the St Madeleine centre: Ring/email Parish
office for booking 9654 2260 (Tues-Fri 10am-4 pm or stmads@yahoo.com.au)

SOCIAL JUSTICE @ ST MADS
Some social justice dates to consider coming up:
i4give Sunday 6th February https://www.i4give.com/ Parents Daniel & Leila Abdallah have
created i4give Day as a remembrance of the four angels that were tragically lost on the 1st of
February 2020. “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you” Ephesians 4:32
Tuesday 8th February, 7 pm St Josephine Bakhita Feast Day Mass TBC
at Blacktown.
Wednesday 9th February: Peace, Justice & Ecology Online-Sharings
contact Sebastian.Salaske-Lentern@parracatholic.org to join
Thursday 13th February Anniversary of National Apology Day In
2008 Prime Minister Kevin Rudd publicly apologised, on behalf of the
Federal Government, to the Stolen Generations – the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children who were forcibly removed from their families and communities by successive colonial
and Australian governments.
Let us walk together with courage and creativity on the path of intergenerational dialogue,
education, and work. May more and more men and women strive daily, with quiet humility and
courage, to be artisans of peace. And may they be ever inspired and accompanied by the
blessings of the God of peace! (n 4). World Day of Peace 2022 message Pope Francis.
Deacon Michael Tan's Christmas homily is now on the Diocesan Website Catholic Outlook.
You are encouraged to have a good read.

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM
On behalf of the Parish Community, I would like
to thank you so much for your ongoing support,
which has been very vital to keep our Parish going
strong. You can drop off the envelopes at the
parish office or you can do it electronically to:
Account Name : Kenthurst Catholic
Church BSB
: 067950
Account Number : 00000388
Parishioners wishing to donate or pledge their
giving via direct debit, please pick up the form at
the church and submit to Fr Vincent after
completion
Thank you for your generosity!
LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS:
1st Collection (for Diocese) = $1,067.05
2nd Collection (for Parish)
Envelopes & Loose = $1,722.25

Congratulations to the
newly baptised!
Sunday, 23 January
Valentina Ceccato

COVID 19 UPDATE

Wearing of the face mask in our church and Check –in using the
QR code or
registering your details upon entry is mandatory.
PIETY SHOP
Are you looking for a gift for a special person for
Holy Communion, Confirmation, Baptism &
Birthdays? Come and have a look in the piety shop
We have an ever changing array of gifts and
religious items. Special orders are welcome too .
We are open after every weekend mass.
Contact Sandra Tabone on 0413272400 for any
special requests.

CALLING FOR VOLUNTEERS
We need volunteers for various
ministries in our parish. Please
contact the Parish Office if you can
help as a reader, welcomer,
musician, singer, sacristan
or with cleaning.

COLUMBIAN CALENDARS AND MAGELLAN
CHRISTMAS CARDS

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS:
For the dearly departed
Barbara Wood, Karen Draddy, Elizabeth Graby,
Thea Crowe, James D’arcy, Keith Okey, Marguerita Rigby, Michele Vacearella, Pablito
Corpuz, Feliciana Sabellano, Setna Mulvihill,
Mulvihill Family, Cullingan family, Dominico
Teresa Papaudrea, George Hajje, George Moit,
Adel Abraham, Mila Lovric, Pero Lovric, Portelli &
Buttigieg Family, Philomena Beresford, Louis
Sammut and Josephine Cortis.
*If you would like

someone to be included among
these requests, please let us know by email, phone call,
or by dropping a note in the locked box outside the
parish office.

The 2022 Calendars and cards now available for
purchase in piety shop
Calendars $10 and cards $7
Bible Diaries S15

PARISH VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS
Music Coordinators: Alexandra Mifsud, Selina Calleia &
Joan Sattler
Junior Ministers Coordinator: Maree McNeil
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Deb Rankin
Baptism Preparation: Angelique Easton
RCIA Coordinator: Steve Fry

Playgroup Coordinator:
SRE Coordinator: Maureen Jones
Friendship Group: Jenny Puleo
Ministry to the Nursing Homes Coordinator:
Suzanne Kingston-Hunt
Adult Faith Formation: Careyanne Moylan

Property Maintenance Manager: Rick Jones
Piety Shop: Sandra Tabone
Altar Linen Coordinator: Catherine Diekman
Parish Council Chair: Patrick Tuttle
Finance Committee Chair: Aaron Cauchi
Welcomers Coordinator:

PARISH TEAM
Parish Priest
Rev Vincent Savarimuthu
Deacon
Michael Tan
Parish Secretaries
Sandra De Nardi
Susie Lee
Sacramental Coordinator
Sandra De Nardi
St Madeleine’s Primary School
Phone: 9654 6751
Principal: Mrs Barbara Young
Marian College
Phone: 9654 6700
Principal: Mrs Jayne Campbell
PARISH SERVICES
Weekend Masses:
Saturday 5.30pm
Sunday 8:00am, 10:00 am, 5.30pm
Children’s Liturgy
TBA
Weekday Masses
9:15 - Tuesdays to Fridays
9:45—10:15 Fridays - Adoration
Prayer Group: Wednesdays after the
9.15 am Mass
Reconciliation: Saturday 5.00pm
Baptisms: Every Sunday at 11:20
(Must make a booking)
Weddings: By appointment
Saint : St Frances de Sales
Feast Day: 24 January
At 35, St Frances de Sales became bishop of
Geneva. His
gentle
character was
a great asset in
winning souls.
He practiced
his own axiom,
“A spoonful of honey attracts more flies
than a barrelful of vinegar.” Besides his
two well-known books, the Introduction to
the Devout Life and A Treatise on the Love
of God, he wrote many pamphlets and
carried on a vast correspondence. For his
writings, he has been named patron of the
Catholic Press. His writings, filled with his
characteristic gentle spirit, are addressed
to lay people. He wants to make them
understand that they too are called to be
saints. As he wrote in The Introduction to
the Devout Life: “It is an error, or rather a
heresy, to say devotion is incompatible with
the life of a soldier, a tradesman, a prince,
or a married woman…. It has happened that
many have lost perfection in the desert who
had preserved it in the world.”
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint
-francis-de-sales

Stay in touch through our
parish Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/
St-Madeleine-Sophie-Barat-Parish
Kindergarten 2022

We are still accepting
enrolments for Kindergarten
2022 and welcome your
application. Please check the
school's website
www.stmadeleineskenthurst.
catholic.edu.au to download
the application and forward it
to the school office as soon as
possible. Come and be part of
our beautiful community!

Liturgical Ministry Formation
Course 2022
The Liturgical Ministry Formation
Courses will begin early next year in
February. For more information
please contact the Office for
Worship on (02) 8838 3456
or anne.stanton@parracatholic.org
or visit our website to download an
enrolment form at https://
officeforworship.org.au/

A message from Aid to the Church
in Need Australia:

This month can you provide
Transport for Pastoral Care in
Malawi? Your support will help
priests and religious to visit
their people and aid their
ministry to administer the
sacraments and to keep the
Faith alive. Visit
www.aidtochurch.org/
monthlyproject

Mass in Mandarin—Our Lady of Angels, Kellyville
You are welcome to join the Mass in Mandarin every third Sunday in Our Lady of Angels, Kellyville

Synod of Bishops 2021 –2023 Response
Pope Francis has asked all Catholics to participate in the Synod of
Bishops by responding to his call for a ‘Listening Church’. The first
step for Australian Catholics is participation in a discernment
process, whereby they consider their thoughts individually or in
groups of family and friends. There are resources to help them do
this at the website we have created for parishioners in the Diocese
of Parramatta which can be found at the link bit.ly/synod2023
Parishioners can then upload their responses onto a
portal operated by the ACBC. Responses will be
accepted up until 27 February 2022.

Diocese of Parramatta COVID-19 update
Parishes across Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains are opening their doors for private prayer,
Reconciliation and for the celebration of Mass and sacraments such as baptisms, weddings and
funerals. Please contact your local parish to check Mass and liturgy times and the COVID-Safe
arrangements in place. Livestreamed Masses from across the Diocese of Parramatta are still available
on the
Diocesan website https://www.parracatholic.org/covid19/#online. For more information,
please visit the
Diocesan website www.parracatholic.org/covid19

‘The Well’ offering on-demand spiritual nourishment
Need some inspiration and spiritual encouragement? Why not check out The Well? The Diocese’s ‘on
demand’ streaming site has a tonne of video and prayer resources for you to explore and engage with.
Our Pastoral Formation – Mission Enhancement Team have produced a series of workshops
exploring synodality and what Pope Francis’ Synod on Synodality means for the life of the Diocese.
Visit www.thewell.org.au today.

Diocese of Parramatta launches Plenary Council resource website
A new website provides resources for parishioners in the Diocese of Parramatta to stay involved in the
Plenary Council, which is exploring what the future of our Church should look like. Beyond the First
Assembly of the Plenary Council, visit parracatholic.org/plenary-2021/ to find a range of information, a
Diocesan prayer and more as we move into a time of prayer, reflection, maturation and development.

World Day of the Sick Mass 2022: 11 February 2022
The Annual World Day of the Sick Mass will be celebrated by Vicar General Fr Peter Williams and clergy
of the Diocese on 11 February 2022 at 11am at St Patrick’s Church, Blacktown. The Mass of Our Lady of
Lourdes will be celebrated and will include the Rite of Anointing of the Sick and prayer of blessing for
all carers. Refreshments will be available after Mass. For catering purposes, please RSVP to
anne.stanton@parracatholic.org or (02) 8838 3456.

Vinnies Support Centres are still available to those in need
St Vincent de Paul Support Centres across Greater Sydney are still available and taking calls to arrange
for food vouchers or other items to be provided to those in need. If you need assistance, call the
Support Centres in Blacktown on (02) 8861 9777, Harris Park on (02) 8861 9757 and Penrith on (02)
8861 9770. To find out more about what support is available, visit http://vinnies.org.au/
covidsupportnsw

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of this country on which we worship

LOCAL HANDYMAN
& GARDEN MAINTENANCE

carpentry—painting—tiling
plastering—bricklaying
mowing and gardening
Call Ross—0417 278 351

Lumby Hampson
Real Estate since 1968

“Let our family look
after your family”
lumbyhampson.com.au 9651
Popular Dr Selina Leow and Dr Darren Calleia

Stanhope Dental Centre

17 Conrad Road, Kellyville Ridge
(8 mins from Rouse Hill)

8883 1522

*Open 6 days
*Female and male dentists
*Medicare schemes accepted
*All ages *One-appt crowns

WANTED
Housekeeper/Babysitter
in Dural area
To help family with 2 children
Please call Alison at
0498174131

Servicing all makes and models!
Call Joe on 9679 1097
189A Annangrove Road, Annangrove 2156

HELP WANTED
Minibus Driver for once
a week outings
Please call Bupa Aged Care,
Dural at 8331 6144

5:30PM VIGIL

22/23 Jan

WELCOMERS

ADVERTISING
SPACE
AVAILABLE

ADVERTISING
SPACE
AVAILABLE

8AM SUNDAY

10AM SUNDAY

5:30PM SUNDAY

Brendan Ford

Zakia Touma
Sandra Tabone

Joseph Spina
Lidia Ceccato

MINISTERS OF THE
ALTAR

John Puleo

Darren McNeil

Joe Touma

Jhun Javier

READERS

Colleen Dunlop
Trish Keating

Nigel Saunders
Kay Brooks

Sandra Tabone

Trish Maidens
Patrick Tuttle

JNR MINISTERS

Matilda Rogers

Patrick McNeil

Kerstin Grima
Jack Treak

Thomas & James Barker

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

To be announced

ALTAR LINEN

Kathy Fenech

MUSICIANS
COUNTERS

Maria Baldi & Vicky Hooper

29/30 Jan

FLOWERS

WELCOMERS

Trish Keating
Belinda Da Ruos

Maureen & Rick Jones

MINISTERS OF THE
ALTAR

Peter Balnaves

Steve Fry

Phillys Hannah

Mary Summut

Anthony Hooper
Gerry McArdle

Marietta Nesci

Joanna O’Neill
Lidia Ceccato

Christopher Kang

Thomas & James Barker

CHILDREN’S LITURGY

To be announced

ALTAR LINEN

Kathy Fenech

READERS
JNR MINISTERS

Teresa Capaldi

Joseph Spina

MUSICIANS
COUNTERS
FLOWERS

Sandra Tabone & Belle Craig

