
Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service,  

strives to be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.  

26th March 2023 

 

5th Sunday of Lent 

Year A 

Ezekiel 37:12-14 

Romans 8:8-11 

John 11:1-45 

To be free and to live a free life - that is the most beautiful thing there is  
Miguel Indurain 

 The story is about a Pastor who tells his parishioners that he is terribly afraid of dying in the confessional. “Why?” they 
ask him. He replies, “Because no one would find me for days!” 

Another priest told me that, after six months in his new parish, he announced to the people that he was asking the bishop 
for a transfer. “You don’t need me. I’ve sat in the confessional for half-a-year, and nobody has come. You must all be saints. 
I want to serve sinners.” 

These stories are not mine. These are from Archbishop Timothy Dolan of New York in his pastoral letter 
issued last month entitled “The Altar and the Confessional.” We may laugh at these stories. But we need to 
look at the fact that the sacrament of Confession (Reconciliation) is not anymore popular among many 
Catholics. Thousands receive Holy Communion, but only a handful of them go to Confession. It is either 
many Catholics are becoming holy, or they have totally lost the sense of sin. God offers us opportunities to 
be reconciled with Him, others, and ourselves in a Sacramental way which we cannot ignore. We have the 
second rite of reconciliation on 30th Thursday at 5.30 to 6.30 pm and 7 to 8 pm.  There will 
be several priests who help us with the Sacrament and may I encourage our parish  
community to receive this Sacrament as we are closer to Easter Celebrations. 

One day a pastor was called from a children's party at the Sunday school to visit a young woman whose world had collapsed into an acute  
depression following the death of her husband in an auto accident. She had withdrawn from everyone and shut herself in her bedroom with the 
blinds pulled, and she didn't communicate with anyone, including her children, because she said they reminded her of her dead husband. The 
minister left the party in a show of confetti which the children had thrown at him. He brushed it out of his hair and from his coat as he prepared 
to call on the depressed woman. 

When he arrived at the woman's house, he entered her darkened bedroom 
and told her who he was, but there was no response. He could faintly see her 
pitiful form lying motionless on the bed. He tried to carry on a conversation 
with her, but she was unresponsive. He reached out to touch her hand, but it 
lay lifeless in his. So, he just sat with her in the dark silence for a time. 

Then he decided to act. He wanted to see the woman face to face, to read 
Scripture and pray. So he turned on the bedside lamp. The woman blinked 
and stared at him blankly. As he took out his Testament which he carried in 
his handkerchief pocket of his jacket, and opened it, confetti fell from it all 
over the bed. After an anxious and flustered moment, the minister burst into laughter. And that did it. First a smile appeared on the woman's 
face, and then she broke into quiet laughter. She reached out her hands to the minister in the joy of resurrection. They prayed together and she 
left her darkness to return to the light.  

The 5th Sunday of Lent Year A invites us to reflect on the themes of life, death (darkness), and resurrection (light).   
Ezekiel 37:12-14: The prophet Ezekiel is given a vision of a valley filled with dry bones, which represent the people of Israel who are dead in 
their exile. The Lord promises to put his spirit within them and restore them to life, bringing them back to their own land. 

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 130: This is a psalm of supplication and trust in the Lord’s mercy and redemption. The psalmist cries out to the 
Lord from the depths and acknowledges that with the Lord there is forgiveness and plenteous redemption, and encourages Israel to wait for the 
Lord and trust in his word. 

Second Reading – Romans 8:8-11: Paul teaches that those who live according to the flesh cannot please God, but those who live according to 
the Spirit have the Spirit of Christ within them and will have life. He declares that the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead dwells within 
believers and gives life to their mortal bodies. 

Gospel – John 11:1-45: Jesus receives news that his friend Lazarus is seriously ill, but waits to visit him until after he has died. When Jesus  
arrives, he raises Lazarus from the dead, demonstrating his power over death and prompting many to believe in him. 

Brothers and sisters, perhaps because of the situation we find ourselves in during this time of suffering and pain, we have a depressed and  
disillusioned view of Christian life. A view that only sees problems, tensions, faults, human weaknesses, and limitations, religious and moral 
shortcomings. Today Christ tells us all: “I am the resurrection.” We might be like dry bones at the moment, stripped of flesh, but we need to know 
that God will put his spirit in us and we shall live. Dear friends, let us pray for the spirit of the Lord to come and fill our world. Let us take to heart 
the three elements of Prayer enumerated by Pope Francis; Faith, perseverance, and courage. Let us, therefore, pray with faith, with perseverance, 
and with courage. Let us not allow the situation to tarnish our faith and our hope in the living God for he 
is the Lord of life. (Sources are duly acknowledged) 

God’s blessings  

Fr. Vince 

 



Music Coordinators: Alexandra Mifsud, Selina Calleia & 
Joan Sattler 

Junior Ministers Coordinator: Maree McNeil 
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Pauline Chaccal  

Baptism Preparation: Angelique Easton 
RCIA Coordinator:  Steve Fry 

Playgroup Coordinator:  

SRE Coordinator:  Maureen Jones 
Friendship Group:  Jenny Puleo 

Ministry to the Nursing Homes Coordinator:  
Suzanne Kingston-Hunt 

Adult Faith Formation:  Careyanne Moylan 
Property Maintenance Manager:  Rick Jones 

Piety Shop:  Sandra Tabone 

Altar Linen Coordinator:  Catherine Diekman 
Parish Council Chair:  Patrick Tuttle 

Finance Committee Chair:  Carl Mathias 
Welcomers Coordinator:  

Safeguarding:  Suzanne Kingston-Hunt 

 PARISH VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS 

Planned Giving Program  

On behalf of the Parish Community, I would like 
to thank you so much for your ongoing support, 
which has been very vital to keep our Parish going 
strong. You can drop off the envelopes at the 
weekend Masses or the parish office or you can 
do it electronically to: 
Account Name     :  Kenthurst Catholic  
Church BSB           :  067950 
Account Number :  00000388 

Parishioners wishing to donate or pledge their 
giving via direct debit, please pick up the form at 

the church and submit to Fr Vincent  after      
completion 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS: 

 1st Collection (for Diocese) =  $  1,447.30 
 2nd Collection (for Parish)  
 Envelopes = $1,045.70    Loose =   $1, 167.65 
Avg weekly Credit cards, direct debit $1,874.23 

 

 
PRAYER AT ST MADS 

The Sunday Gospel    
reflections 

Tuesday at 10.30 am via Zoom. Contact Careyanne   
0438  791 813  or careyannemoylan@hotmail.com  

Prayer Group Wednesday after morning Mass at 10am in the St Madeleine centre:  
Explanation of Sunday Mass Gospel, Pray the Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

St Mad’s Book Club To register contact Careyanne on  careyannemoylan@hotmail.com 

RCIA For enquires contact Fr Vincent  or Parish Office 

St Mads Rosary Thursday after morning Mass  
Monday Rosary Via Zoom Contact Kay Brooks  & Lydia Ceccato 0400 372 561 

Baptism  
Preparation  

First Saturday  of the month in the St Madeleine centre: Ring/email Parish office 
for booking 9654 2260 (Tues-Fri  10am-4 pm or stmads@yahoo.com.au)   

Social Justice @ St Mad’s   Project Compassion stories can be found on the Caritas website. 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow For 
All Future Generations. Every day, more than 200 million children miss out on school, around 690 million 
people go hungry and 2.2 billion people cannot access clean drinking water. In recent years, COVID-19 has 
also devastated vulnerable communities already living in poverty, with the health and economic impacts to 
reverberate for years to come. Hills Yarning our local reconciliation group met this week, and remembered 
the life of Aunty Betty Pike who wrote the Australian blessing.   

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS: 

For the dearly departed:  Daniel Francis 
Doyle, June Brennan, James Peter Quinn, Erminia 
Vumbaca, Patrick McGloin, Vincenzo Luca, Raffaele 
Loccisano, Pasquale, Giuseppe, Rosina, Giuseppina 
& Giorgio Loccisano, M. Teresa Mainolo, Giuseppina  
Murdocca, Pietro Luigi Fuda, Vincenzo, Giorgio & 
Rosina Fuda, Susan Margaret Jack, Anthony Sultana, 
Joseph & Louise Bonello, Anthony, Rose & Lawrence 
Apap, Teresa Panaia, Joan Carroll, Mary Cumbo, Gail 
Leslie Debono, Benito Sabellano, Josephine Cortis, 
John Nati   

Please pray for the sick:   Rowena Justiniani, Aura 
Krakowszky,  Hoani Alexander Barker, Sofia Viizzo,  
Margaret Martin, Antonia Desanti, and Jennifer 
Burgess 
 
If you would like someone to be included  among these 
requests, please let us know by email, phone call, or by 
dropping a note in the locked box outside the parish office 

Confirmation 

Preparation Sessions at 4pm on  
26 March and 2 April 
followed by Mass at 5.30pm 

2nd Rite of Reconciliation:  
Thursday, 30 March  
at 5.30pm or 7pm  
All parishioners welcome 

Confirmation will take place at 7pm 
on Wednesday, 3 May and 
Friday, 5 May  

Practise Session: Sunday, 30 April   
3pm for Wednesday, 3 May & 
4pm for Friday, 5 May   

Lenten groups 

 

Tuesday at 7pm in the  

St Madeleine centre, led by  

Careyanne, on From Ashes to 

Hope. Available at the Piety store. 

 

Wednesday after 9.15 mass, in the 

St Madeleine Centre, led by Pauline 

Camilleri, discussing the Lenten 

gospels. 

Sunday after 5.30 mass, in the 

church, led by Sue Martin  

examining A Short History of  

Happiness. 

Attention: All Musicians  

and Singers 
A Music Ministry practice/meeting  

for Easter Masses will take place on  

Tuesday 28 March 2023  

at 7pm in the Church  

 

For more information or to let us know you're  

coming along, please contact Selina Calleia  

on 0416 265 233 or s.calleia@hotmail.com. 

ROSTERS for HOLY WEEK and EASTER  

are located at the Entrance to the Church.   

Please complete if you are available  

2nd Rite of  Reconciliation (Confession) will 

take place on Thursday, 30 March at 5.30pm 

and 7pm 

Congratulations to the  
newly baptised! 

Teresa Rasia, Zander Fahd, Elijah Sakr,  
Harrison Whitaker, Judah Joshua,  

Zoe Vella, Elodie Gray            

Garden of Gethsemane Every year 

St Madeleine’s has a very special Garden of 
Gethsemane enabling us to spend time in 
prayer with Jesus on Holy Thursday night. 
We need your help this year to help  
prepare the plants for our garden. Can you 
spare an hour on Wednesday 5th April at 
6pm to come and help? Please contact 
Sandra in the office if you can come.   
Thank you, Deb Rankin and Sally Coppini 

mailto:careyannemoylan@hotmail.com
mailto:s.calleia@hotmail.com


We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of this country on which we worship 

PARISH TEAM 

Parish Priest 
Rev Vincent Savarimuthu 

Assistant Priest 
Rev Adam Carlow 

Parish Secretaries 
Sandra De Nardi 

Susie Lee 

Sacramental Coordinator 
Sandra De Nardi 

St Madeleine’s Primary School 
Phone: 9654 6751 

Principal: Mrs Barbara Young 

Marian College 
Phone:  9654 6700 

Principal: Dr Gavin Hays 
 

PARISH SERVICES 

Weekend Masses:  
Saturday 5.30pm   

Sunday 8:00am, 10:00 am, 5.30pm 

Children’s Liturgy during school term 

Weekday Masses  
9:15am Tuesdays to Fridays 

9:45am - 10:15am Fridays - Adoration 

Prayer Group:  Wednesdays after the 
9.15 am Mass 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5.00pm 

Baptisms: Every 2nd and 4th Sunday 
at 11:20am  

(Must make a booking) 

Weddings: By appointment 

St Guy of Pomposa 
Feast Day:    

 31  March 2023 

St Guy of Pomposa (1046) was 

born in Italy and gave everything 

to the poor. He spent three years, 

as a hermit, on the island of Po 

River. He become the abbot of St. 

Severus. He became a much sought after spiritual 

adviser. His feast day is March 31. His parents were 

proud of their son and always wanted him to look 

his best, so he paid special attention to his  

appearance. Until one July 23 on the feast of St. 

Apollinaris, who, legend says, was a disciple of St. 

Peter and the first bishop of Ravenna. That day, Guy 

went into Ravenna, took off his luxurious clothes, 

gave them to the poor, replacing them with grubby 

clothes. Next, despite his parents' objections, he left 

for Rome, where he was tonsured and moved to an 

island in the river Po under the direction of Martin, a 

hermit. Three years later, he joined Pomposa Abbey, 

near Ferrara, and began training for the monastic 

life. Soon, he was named the first abbot of St 

Severus Abbey at Ravenna. Later, he became abbot 

of Pomposa. After a few years, he grew tired of 

the secular requirements of his job and  

delegated those roles to others so he could  

concentrate on the spiritual side of monastic life. 

For two years, he invited St. Peter Damian to 

lecture on the Scriptures at Pomposa Abbey. In  

appreciation, St. Peter  Damian devoted his 

book, De Perfectione Monachorum, to St. Guy.  

Near the end of his life, St. Guy lived in solitude.  
https://www.catholic.org & www.thecompassnews.org 

Parish Volunteers: 

please  provide current 

contact details by  

completing a form found 

online (use the QR Code).  Copies also  

available in the Church. 

 

Please also contact the parish office if 
you can help as a reader,  

welcomer, musician, or with  
providing flowers. 

Watch: What is Modern about Modern Slavery? 
(vimeo.com) 
Help stop slavery: Making slavery unacceptable |  
The Catholic Weekly 
More info and join the discussion: Careyanne 0438791813 

Join us Zoom ID 87375069161  

on 29 March   

  

Christians: The Urgent Case for Jesus in our 

World by Greg Sheridan 

More info:  

Careyanne 0438791813 

CYP Good Friday Night Walk: 7 April    

Young people are invited to join Catholic Youth Parramatta and Bishop Vincent for the annual 21km Good Friday 

Night Walk from Blacktown to the Cathedral. For more information and to register visit https://parracatholic.org/

goodfridaywalk/  

 MET FaithLIFE Scripture Course: Starting 2 May  

Want to learn more about different ways to pray? Sign up for the FaithLIFE 3-night short course on “Prayer” with  

Br Barry Donaghue, brought to you by the Mission Enhancement Team (MET). 6:30PM to 8:30PM on three  

Tuesdays: 2 + 9 + 16 May. Downstairs at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown. RSVP via 

https://pfparra.org.au/faithlife/  

Liturgical Music Workshop: 4 May  

 Musicians, Clergy & Liturgy Planners are invited to attend a Music Workshop Presented by Eric Grella on Singing 

the Psalms & Chant on Thursday 4 May from 7pm - 8:30pm at 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown. RSVP by 1 May to 

hannah.portelli@parracatholic.org  

PIETY SHOP 
Are you looking for a gift for a special 
person for Holy  Communion,  
Confirmation, Baptism &  Birthdays? 
Come and have a look in the piety 
shop. 
We have an ever changing array of gifts and       
religious items. Special orders are welcome too.   
We are open after every weekend Mass.   
 
Contact Sandra Tabone on 0413272400 for any  
special requests. 

2023 Mission: One Heart Many Voices  

Conference 3-5 May 2023 

  Catholic Mission and Catholic Religious Australia (CRA) invite 

you to save the date for the sixth biennial national Mission  

Conference. Three days of professional and personal  

development focused on mission.  

Venue: SMC Conference & Function Centre, 66 Goulburn St, 

Sydney.  

For more information, visit www.mohmv.com.au.  

Bishop’s Good Shepherd Appeal: Bishop Vincent, Parramatta Catholic Foundation, and 

our Holy Spirit seminarians thank you for your kind hearted generosity and support for our 

future good shepherds and priests.  Our Appeal raised $2,479.65.  Please continue to pray 

for the Diocesan ministries supported by Parramatta Catholic Foundation, including our 

Holy Spirit Seminarians and all those who contribute to their education, formation, and 

care.  For anyone who hasn’t had a chance to donate, please visit  

yourcatholicfoundation.org.au/appeal 

https://vimeo.com/769646656/aa16b9f8d9
https://vimeo.com/769646656/aa16b9f8d9
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/making-slavery-unacceptable/
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/making-slavery-unacceptable/
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Lumby Hampson 
Real Estate since 1968 

 

“Let our family look 

after your family” 

lumbyhampson.com.au 9651 

 

 

 
Servicing all makes and models! 

Call Joe on 9679 1097 
189A Annangrove Road, Annangrove 2156 

Popular Dr Selina Leow and Dr Darren Calleia  

Stanhope Dental Centre 
17 Conrad Road, Kellyville Ridge  

(8 mins from Rouse Hill)   
8883 1522  

*Open 6 days  
*Female and male dentists  

*Medicare schemes accepted  
*All ages *One-appt crowns 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 
& GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

carpentry—painting—tiling 
plastering—bricklaying 
mowing and gardening 

Call Ross—0417 278 351 

 

 5:30PM VIGIL 8AM SUNDAY 10AM SUNDAY 5.30PM SUNDAY 

WELCOMERS Corrie Sebire 
Brendan Ford 

Carmel & Mike O’Connell 
Zakia Touma 

Sandra Tabone 
Joseph Spina 

Sacramental Team 

MINISTERS OF THE 
ALTAR 

Dianna Millington Piety Rocha Phillys Hannah  

READERS 
Justin Sebire 
Pat Waters 

Eileen Sherlock 
Maria Fry 

Sandra Tabone 
Sally Coppini 

Sacramental Team 

JNR MINISTERS Emerson Sebire  
 
 

Thomas & James Barker 

MUSICIANS  Joan Sattler Merle & Doug  

COUNTERS Sonali Arnold and Paul Vella CHILDREN’S LITURGY Pauline Chaccal 

FLOWERS Lent ALTAR LINEN Maria Fry 

HELP WANTED 
Minibus Driver for once         

a week outings 
Please call Bupa Aged Care, 

Dural at 8331 6144 
 
 

Please contact the Parish Office  
if you would like to advertise 

your business 
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Made to Measure Bridal Gowns and Petticoats 

Off the Rack Sample Gowns Available 

Studio in Kellyville 

Call for your consultation  Ph 0407 259 927 

www.cherylmariebridal.com.au 

 

 5:30PM VIGIL 8AM SUNDAY 10AM SUNDAY 5:30PM SUNDAY 

WELCOMERS Anne Kyngdon Rosa & Tony Carlino 
Michelle Eamer 

Adriana Kennedy 
Joseph Spina 

Sacramental Team 

MINISTERS OF THE 
ALTAR 

Heidi Bou-Harb Piety Rocha Joe Touma  

READERS 
Anne Kyngdon 

Justin Kyngdon 

Margaret M 

John Walcott 

Careyanne Moylan 

Ros Earl 
Sacramental Team 

JNR MINISTERS  Bailey Gambrill  Thomas & James Barker 

MUSICIANS     

COUNTERS Parish Team CHILDREN’S LITURGY Deb Rankin 

FLOWERS Lent ALTAR LINEN Catherine Diekman 
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