
Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service,  

strives to be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.  

5 March 2023 

 

2nd Sunday of Lent 

Year A 

Genesis 12:1-4 

2 Tim 1:8-10 

Matthew 17:1-9 

The transfiguration was a physical illustration of what the renewed mind looks like in 
the spiritual. - Bill Johnson 

Dear Sisters and Brothers,  

On behalf of our community, I would like to extend my gratitude and love to Rev Deacon Michael Tan for his presence and ministry 
with us for the last two years. He has been very helpful to me personally celebrating the Sacrament of Baptism, Communion Service, 
and facilitating prayer reflections during the seasons of Advent and Lent and so on. Now, as he  
continues his ministry at St John’s parish, Riverstone, I wish and pray that God may continue to use him as His best  
instrument in reflecting the Light of Christ far and wide. 

The following is the reflection for the second Sunday of Lent:  

The transfiguration in today’s gospel reading is a revelation of Jesus’s divinity and a privileged gift to the 
three apostles, Peter, James and John who witness it. Appearing beside Jesus are Moses, symbolizing the 
law, and Elijah, symbolizing the prophets. 

Peter embarrasses himself when he asks Jesus if he and the apparitions of Moses and Elijah would want 
Peter to build a tent for each of them. His question reveals his misunderstanding and his innocence. It 
may have been a naive question, but it came from a place of sincerity. 

All this is to make Peter’s three denials of Christ later on more poignant. Peter, more than the other nine apostles, knew of Jesus’s  
divinity. Peter had been the first among them to affirm it. The transfiguration is also a shared secret since no one is to know of these 
events until Jesus is risen from the dead. 

Today we, as Christians, have the benefit of the whole story. The teachings and ministry of Jesus are regarded simultaneously with the 
events of his death and resurrection. The tragedy is Peter denies Christ having seen the transfiguration. Our failure to live out the divine 
teachings is similarly tragic. 

Maryknoll Fr. Joe Veneroso shares this story: “I had the good fortune to study Scripture with Rabbi Asher Finkel. What made his lectures 
intriguing was that his specialty was the New Testament, specifically the teachings of Jesus. Rabbi Finkel offered insights into Jesus that 
most of us Gentiles could never imagine. One day he launched into an impromptu explanation of the Catholic doctrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, saying that, to the Jewish mind, it made perfect sense for the Messiah to be born of a ritually spotless womb. On another  
occasion he spoke about the meaning of the Resurrection as if he accepted it as fact. 

“One day, one of us had the courage to ask him: ‘If you believe this, why aren’t you a Christian?’ He said, ‘The real question is: are you a 
Christian?’ Before we had time to object, he explained: ‘If you claim to be Christian, it means more than just saying “Jesus is Lord.” It 
means you are willing to live by the gospel values set forth in the Sermon on the Mount.’ 

“Our life of prayer and good works comes in response to grace, not as its prerequisite. If we truly believe we are precious children of God 
and that God has forgiven us, then we naturally stop our foolish sinning because we no longer need such crutches and diversions. Sure, we 
might sin again, but instead of feeling discouraged, we should view these as reminders not to take pride in our own so-called holiness and 
stop begrudging people of other faith when they do better at living according to gospel values than we do.”- by Maryknoll Fathers 

The young mother, with her little four-year old son, called into the church. She was saying her prayers, while he was running around 
investigating everything in sight. He pointed to a statue and wanted to know who that was. His mother told him that was Holy God. To 
another such question the mother said that it was Holy God’s mother. Finally, he made his way into the sanctuary, where the light was 
streaming through the stain-glass windows. He held out both arms, as he moved backward and forwards, fascinated by the colours 
that were reflected on his hands and clothes. He looked up at the windows, and asked his mother who they were, and she said that they 
were the saints.  The following day, in play-school, the teacher was telling them about the saints. He got all excited, as he interrupted 
her to tell her that he knew who they were. When asked who they were, his answer was very simple, and given with great confidence 
“They’re the ones who let the light shine through” (Author unknown). May we have the rich experience of transformation every time in 
the celebration of the Mass! Let the light of Christ shine through us that we might become the catalysts of change in our family and  
community!   

Prayer Oh, Great Spirit, whose voice I hear in the winds and whose breath gives life to all the world, hear me. I am small and weak. I 
need your strength and wisdom. Let me walk in beauty and make my eyes ever behold the red and purple sunset. 

Make my hands respect the things you have made and my ears sharp to hear your voice. Make 
me wise so that I may understand the things you have taught my people. Let me learn the  
lessons you have hidden in every leaf and rock. I seek strength, not to be superior to my  
brother, but to fight my greatest enemy - myself. Make me always ready to come to you with 
clean hands and straight eyes, so when life fades, as the fading sunset, my spirit will come to 
you without shame. - Chief Yellow Lark, Lakota, 1887 

God’s blessings! 
Fr. Vince 



Music Coordinators: Alexandra Mifsud, Selina Calleia & 
Joan Sattler 

Junior Ministers Coordinator: Maree McNeil 
Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Pauline Chaccal  

Baptism Preparation: Angelique Easton 
RCIA Coordinator:  Steve Fry 

Playgroup Coordinator:  

SRE Coordinator:  Maureen Jones 
Friendship Group:  Jenny Puleo 

Ministry to the Nursing Homes Coordinator:  
Suzanne Kingston-Hunt 

Adult Faith Formation:  Careyanne Moylan 
Property Maintenance Manager:  Rick Jones 

Piety Shop:  Sandra Tabone 

Altar Linen Coordinator:  Catherine Diekman 
Parish Council Chair:  Patrick Tuttle 

Finance Committee Chair:  Carl Mathias 
Welcomers Coordinator:  

Safeguarding:  Suzanne Kingston-Hunt 

 PARISH VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS 

Planned Giving Program  

On behalf of the Parish Community, I would like 
to thank you so much for your ongoing support, 
which has been very vital to keep our Parish going 
strong. You can drop off the envelopes at the 
weekend Masses or the parish office or you can 
do it electronically to: 
Account Name     :  Kenthurst Catholic  
Church BSB           :  067950 
Account Number :  00000388 

Parishioners wishing to donate or pledge their 
giving via direct debit, please pick up the form at 

the church and submit to Fr Vincent  after      
completion 

Thank you for your generosity! 

 LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS: 

 1st Collection (for Diocese) =  $1,291  
 2nd Collection (for Parish)  
 Envelopes = $1,132    Loose =  $1,145.65    
Avg weekly Credit cards, direct debit $1,874.23 

 

 
PRAYER AT ST MADS 

The Sunday Gospel    
reflections 

Tuesday at 10.30 am via Zoom. Contact Careyanne   
0438  791 813  or careyannemoylan@hotmail.com  

Prayer Group Wednesday after morning Mass at 10am in the St Madeleine centre:  
Explanation of Sunday Mass Gospel, Pray the Rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy 

St Mad’s Book Club To register contact Careyanne on  careyannemoylan@hotmail.com 

RCIA For enquires contact Fr Vincent  or Parish Office 

St Mads Rosary Thursday after morning Mass  
Monday Rosary Via Zoom Contact Kay Brooks  & Lydia Ceccato 0400 372 561 

Baptism  
Preparation  

First Saturday  of the month in the St Madeleine centre: Ring/email Parish office 
for booking 9654 2260 (Tues-Fri  10am-4 pm or stmads@yahoo.com.au)   

Social Justice @ St Mad’s  What score does your Easter chocolate purchase get this 

year, visit the www.chocolatescorecard.com/ Good eggs include Alter Eco, Tony’s  
Chocolonely and Whittaker’s. Nestlé has taken significant steps in innovation for addressing 
farmers’ income with additional payments and with their commitment to plant 2.8 million 
shade trees by the end of 2022. Ferrero now joins other companies whose cocoa is  
overwhelmingly certified such as Hershey’s, Ritter, Fazer are. Where does your Easter chocolate 
come from?? 

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS: 

For the dearly departed:  Gail Leslie Debono,  
Benito Sabellano, Josephine Cortis, John Nati, 
Mary Cumbo, Phylis & John de la Hoyde, Habib &  
Anthony Elias, Tony Waters, Ramza Hamwi, Hannah  
Toumeh, Giuseppe Mileto, Rosario & Maria Agresta, 
Domenica & Francesco Campanella, Giuseppina & 
Giuseppe Papalia, Stanly Rodrigues Marie Barrett,  
Engracia Corpuz, Nelly Castanares, Giuseppina &  
Giovanni Scarpin, Fulvio & Giulia Russo, Eduardo & 
Maria Piccoli, Domenica Scarpin, Aldo & Ortensia  
Russo, Victoria Caruana, Joe Camilleri, Norah Joy, Tony 
Smith, Rita Franceschina, Norman & Chahida Hajje, 
Sheady & Chahide Hajje, George Hajje, Hanna &  
Raymond Chiha, Abraham family, Betty & Mary Merhi, 
Darren O’Reilly, Michele Vaccarella 
 
Please pray for the sick:   Rowena Justiniani, Aura 
Krakowszky,  Hoani Alexander Barker, Sofia Viizzo,  
Margaret Martin, Antonia Desanti, and Jennifer Burgess 

 

Dear Fr. Vince and parishioners, 

I thought I would write to inform you that bishop Vincent has appointed me to St. John’s 

Riverstone for my next posting as a deacon of the Diocese.   

This means that my last Sunday at St. Madeleine’s Kenthurst will be the 1st Sunday of 

Lent, being 26th February 2023. 

St. Madeleine’s has been a very welcoming and friendly parish for my first posting as 

an ordained deacon of the Diocese.   It has been a joy to minister as the deacon assisting 

Fr. Vince in the parish during this time.  Unfortunately, the COVID19 pandemic has  

disrupted my face-to-face ministry in the parish.  On the other hand, the disruptions 

have also made me understand the resilience of the parish, especially as we emerged from 

the lock-downs. 

I welcome Fr. Adam on his appointment to the parish.  He is well-liked during his time at 

St. Patrick’s Guildford as a deacon, and I am confident that he will prove to be a blessing 

for the parish. 

Until the next time we meet, 

Deacon Michael Tan         

Lenten groups 

 

Tuesday at 7pm in the  

St Madeleine centre, led by  

Careyanne, on From Ashes to 

Hope. Available at the Piety store. 

 

Wednesday after 9.15 mass, in the 

St Madeleine Centre, led by Pauline 

Camilleri, discussing the Lenten 

gospels. 

Sunday after 5.30 mass, in the 

church, led by Sue Martin  

examining A Short History of  

Happiness. 

Funeral of the Late Teresa Panaia 

Date Monday, 6 March 2023 

Time: 10.30am at St Madeleine’s  

Our prayers and condolences  

with Elvira Falcone and her  family  

mailto:careyannemoylan@hotmail.com


We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of this country on which we worship 

PARISH TEAM 

Parish Priest 
Rev Vincent Savarimuthu 

Assistant Priest 
Rev Adam Carlow 

Parish Secretaries 
Sandra De Nardi 

Susie Lee 

Sacramental Coordinator 
Sandra De Nardi 

St Madeleine’s Primary School 
Phone: 9654 6751 

Principal: Mrs Barbara Young 

Marian College 
Phone:  9654 6700 

Principal: Dr Gavin Hays 
 

PARISH SERVICES 

Weekend Masses:  
Saturday 5.30pm   

Sunday 8:00am, 10:00 am, 5.30pm 

Children’s Liturgy during school term 

Weekday Masses  
9:15am Tuesdays to Fridays 

9:45am - 10:15am Fridays - Adoration 

Prayer Group:  Wednesdays after the 
9.15 am Mass 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5.00pm 

Baptisms: Every 2nd and 4th Sunday 
at 11:20am  

(Must make a booking) 

Weddings: By appointment 

St Casimir 
Feast Day:    

 4 March 2023 

Casimir, born of kings 
and in line to be a king himself, was filled with 
exceptional values and learning by a great  
teacher, John Dlugosz. Even his critics could not 
say that his conscientious objection indicated 
softness. As a teenager, Casimir lived a highly 
disciplined, even severe life, sleeping on the 
ground, spending a great part of the night in 
prayer and dedicating himself to lifelong  
celibacy. When nobles in Hungary became  
dissatisfied with their king, they prevailed upon 
Casimir’s father, the king of Poland, to send his 
son to take over the country. Casimir obeyed his 
father, as many young men over the centuries 
have obeyed their governments. The army he 
was supposed to lead was clearly outnumbered 
by the “enemy”; some of his troops were  
deserting because they were not paid. At the 
advice of his officers, Casimir decided to return 
home. His father was irked at the failure of his 
plans, and confined his 15-year-old son for three 
months. The lad made up his mind never again to 
become involved in the wars of his day, and no 
amount of persuasion could change his mind. He 
returned to prayer and study, maintaining his 
decision to remain celibate even under pressure 
to marry the emperor’s daughter. He reigned 
briefly as king of Poland during his father’s  
absence. He died of lung trouble at 25 while 
visiting Lithuania, of which he was also Grand 
Duke. He was buried in Vilnius, Lithuania. 

 
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/calendar/ 

Watch: What is Modern about Modern Slavery? 
(vimeo.com) 
Help stop slavery: Making slavery unacceptable |  
The Catholic Weekly 
More info and join the discussion: Careyanne 0438791813 

St Mad’s Women’s Breakfast 
Join us Saturday 18 March, 8.30am 

in the St Madeleine Centre 

Our own Sue Martin will share her spiritual 

journey and explore why conserving platypus 

is part of her faith mission. She is the Ecology 

Officer for the Australian Jesuits, working 

with all our dioceses.  Sue wears many hats 

including chairing our local environment 

group Cattai Hills Environment Network 

(CHEN) and is  President of the NSW Chapter 

of the Environmental Education Professional  

Association. 

Lenten Retreat 

Saturday, 11 March  

9am - 3pm 

in the St Madeleine Centre 

Join us for renewal, reflection, healing,  

transformation, prayer, openness, adoration,  

community, belonging.  Sign on sheet in Church 

Join us Zoom ID 

87375069161  

on 29 March   

 Christians: The Urgent Case for Jesus in our 

World by Greg Sheridan 

More info:  

Careyanne 0438791813 

Project Compassion  

boxes and  

envelopes available in the Church   

St Madeleine's Open Day  
Thursday 9th March  

9:15am - 10am  

Enrolment for 2024 Forms are on our 
school website  http://

www.stmadeleineskenthurst.catholic.edu.au/ 

PH: 9654 6751 

Email:  stmadeleines@parra.catholic.edu.au  

St Patrick’s Day  

Business Breakfast 

17 March  

St Patrick’s Cathedral Parish, 

Parramatta, are hosting the St Patrick’s Day 

Business Breakfast, an annual event  

acknowledging faith and nation building and 

connecting Not-For-Profit organisations with 

business communities. The Breakfast will be 

held on Friday 17 March from 7am to 9am at 

the Cathedral Hall, with guest speaker Dr 

Andrew Charlton MP, Federal Member for 

Parramatta. Tickets are $100 per person and 

can be purchased via https://

www.trybooking.com/eventslist/

businessbreakfast  

The Cow and the Pig 

There was once a man who was very rich and very miserly at the 

same time. The villagers disliked him intensely. One day he said to 

them, “Either you’re jealous of me or you don’t understand my love 

of money-God alone knows. But you dislike me; that much I know. 

When I die, I won’t take anything with me. I will leave it all for  

others. I will make a will, and I will give everything to charity. Then 

everyone will be happy.” 

Even then people mocked and laughed at him. The rich man said to 

them, “What is the matter with you? Can’t you wait a few years to 

see my money go to charity?”  The villagers didn’t believe him. He 

said, “Do you think I’m immortal? I’ll die like everyone else, and then 

my money will go to charities.” He couldn’t understand why they 

didn’t believe him. 

One day he went for a walk. All of a sudden 

it started raining heavily, so he took shelter 

under a tree. Under this tree he saw a pig 

and a cow. The pig and the cow entered 

into conversation, and the man overheard 

what they were saying.  The pig said to the cow, “How is it that  

everybody appreciates you and nobody appreciates me? When I die, 

I provide people with bacon, ham and sausage. People can also use 

my bristles. I give three or four things, whereas you give only one 

thing: milk. Why do people appreciate you all the time and not me?” 

The cow said to the pig, “Look, I give them milk while I’m alive. They 

see that I am generous with what I have. But you don’t give them 

anything while you’re alive. Only after you’re dead do you give ham, 

bacon and so forth. People don’t believe in the future; they believe 

in the present. If you give while you are alive, people will appreciate 

you. It is quite simple.” 

From that moment on, the rich man gave all he had to the 

poor,  from Garden of the Soul  by Sri Chinmoy 

https://vimeo.com/769646656/aa16b9f8d9
https://vimeo.com/769646656/aa16b9f8d9
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/making-slavery-unacceptable/
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au/making-slavery-unacceptable/
https://www.stmadeleineskenthurst.catholic.edu.au/Enrol-Now/How-to-Enrol
http://www.stmadeleineskenthurst.catholic.edu.au/
http://www.stmadeleineskenthurst.catholic.edu.au/
mailto:stmadeleines@parra.catholic.edu.au
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Lumby Hampson 
Real Estate since 1968 

 

“Let our family look 

after your family” 

lumbyhampson.com.au 9651 

 

 

 
Servicing all makes and models! 

Call Joe on 9679 1097 
189A Annangrove Road, Annangrove 2156 

Popular Dr Selina Leow and Dr Darren Calleia  

Stanhope Dental Centre 
17 Conrad Road, Kellyville Ridge  

(8 mins from Rouse Hill)   
8883 1522  

*Open 6 days  
*Female and male dentists  

*Medicare schemes accepted  
*All ages *One-appt crowns 

LOCAL HANDYMAN 
& GARDEN MAINTENANCE 

carpentry—painting—tiling 
plastering—bricklaying 
mowing and gardening 

Call Ross—0417 278 351 

 

 5:30PM VIGIL 8AM SUNDAY 10AM SUNDAY 5.30PM SUNDAY 

WELCOMERS Corrie Sebire Fran & Rocco Scardino 
Zakia Touma 

Sandra Tabone 
Joseph Spina 

MINISTERS OF THE 
ALTAR 

John Puleo Piety Rocha Phillys Hannah  

READERS 
Pat Waters 

Justin Sebire 

Catherine Diekman 
Maria Baldi 

 

Sandra Tabone 
David Hall - O’Dwyer 

Lidia Ceccato 
Frederick Kyngdon 

JNR MINISTERS Emerson Sebire  
 
 

 

MUSICIANS  Joan Sattler Merle & Doug  

COUNTERS Paul Vella & Parish Team CHILDREN’S LITURGY Sandra Bonello 

FLOWERS Lent ALTAR LINEN Jan Parslow 

HELP WANTED 
Minibus Driver for once         

a week outings 
Please call Bupa Aged Care, 

Dural at 8331 6144 
 
 

Please contact the Parish Office  
if you would like to advertise 

your business 
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Made to Measure Bridal Gowns and Petticoats 

Off the Rack Sample Gowns Available 

Studio in Kellyville 

Call for your consultation  Ph 0407 259 927 

www.cherylmariebridal.com.au 

 

 5:30PM VIGIL 8AM SUNDAY 10AM SUNDAY 5:30PM SUNDAY 

WELCOMERS  Rosa & Tony Carlino 
Michelle Eamer 

Adriana Kennedy Joseph Spina 

MINISTERS OF THE 
ALTAR 

Dianne Millington Steve Fry Joe Touma  

READERS 
Colleen Dunlop 

Heidi Bou-Harb 

Margaret Mieckowski 

Tony Hooper 

Mary Sammut 

Roslyn Earl 

Jan Schroder 

Gael Carpani 

JNR MINISTERS  Bailey Gambrill   

MUSICIANS   Merle & Doug  

COUNTERS Parish Team CHILDREN’S LITURGY Kerrie Anne 

FLOWERS Lent ALTAR LINEN Jan Parslow 

4
 &

 5
 M

ar
 


