PARISH TEAM

Parish Priest
Rev Giovani Presiga

Assistant Priest
Rev Clement Gnanapragasam OSB

Parish Secretary
Sandra De Nardi

Finance Officer
Catherine Bareham

Sacramental Coordinator
Sandra De Nardi

St Madeleine’s Primary School
Phone: 9654 6751
Principal: Mrs Barbara Young

Marian Catholic College
Phone: 9654 6700
Principal: Mr Matthew Smith

PARISH SERVICES

Weekend Masses:
Saturday 5.30pm
Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 5.30pm

Children’s Liturgy during school term

Weekday Masses
9:15am Tuesdays to Fridays

9:45am - 10:15am Fridays - Adoration

Prayer Group: Wednesdays after the
9.15am Mass

Reconciliation: Saturday 5.00pm

Baptisms: Every 2nd and 4th Sunday
at 11:30am
(Must make a booking)

Weddings: By appointment

http://www.facebook.com/stmadeleines

28 ANNANGROVE RD KENTHURST NSW 2156
(P) 9654 2260

(E) kenthurst@parracatholic.org

(W) www.stmadeleine.org.au

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 9am - 3pm
Wednesday 9am - 2pm

14 December 2025 | Third Sunday of Advent  Year A

~

e you the one who io o come, on must we wait for domeone eloe?
Is 35:1-6, 10 James 5:7-10 Mt 11:2-11

COMMENTARY: The readings of this Gaudete (‘rejoice’) Sunday are full of hopeful joy in anticipation of
Christ’s arrival. This will bring an end to all sorrow and mourning (First Reading), because through Christ
will come salvation and new life (Psalm). In the Second Reading, St James calls us to be ready for this
arrival. The Lord is near, but to perceive the signs of his coming requires from us both patience and
openness of eyes and ears (Gospel). On this third Sunday of Advent and during this coming week, let us
imitate the desert coming to bloom. By eagerly receiving the Lord’s lifegiving and transformational
grace, we will have the strength and courage to blossom abundantly in all the areas of our life.

As Pilgrims of Hope towards the close of this Jubilee Year, we pray to be bringers of joy, life and
consolation to those who are feeling bowed down by the burdens of life.

GOSPEL Matthew 11: 2-11 At that time: When John heard in prison about the deeds of the Christ, he
sent word by his disciples and said to him, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for
another?’ And Jesus answered them, ‘Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind receive their
sight and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the
poor have good news preached to them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” As they
went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: ‘What did you go out into the
wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? What then did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft
clothing? Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. ‘What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more than a prophet. This is he of whom it is written, “Behold, | send my
messenger before your face, who will prepare your way before you.” ‘Truly, | say to you, among those
born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in the
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’

REFLECTION Before looking at the Gospel text, | give a few moments to allow myself to come into the
quiet. | acknowledge my own unworthiness, but also Jesus’s desire to enter into relationship with me. |
slowly read the Gospel a couple of times and ponder its rich imagery. What is striking me, moving me,
challenging me?

If helpful I ask myself, what are my own expectations of ‘the Christ’? Am | looking in the right places,
among the right people? Am | sometimes left disappointed? Am | limited by my own preconceptions
and doubts?

Through the Gospel Jesus is asking me to see and hear the signs. What signs is he giving me and how
open am | to receiving them? How am | being blessed by him? What is he expecting of his messenger?
With Jesus at my side, | ponder these questions. | end by thinking of how | might prepare the way for
him in my own time and place. When ready to leave, | make a slow sign of the cross.

Courtesy of St Beuno’s Outreach in the Diocese of Wrexham UK

Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service, strives to
be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.

Music Coordinators: Selina Calleia, Joan Sattler &

Alexandra Mifsud

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Pauline Chaccal

Baptism Preparation: Angelique Easton
RCIA Coordinator: Steve Fry

PARISH VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS

Altar Linen Coordinator: Catherine Diekman
Parish Council Chair: Sally Coppini
Finance Committee Chair: Carl Mathias
Safeguarding Champion: Brendan Ford

SRE Coordinator: Maureen Jones
Ministry to the Nursing Homes Coordinator:
Loretta Wilson
Adult Faith Formation: Careyanne Moylan
Property Maintenance Manager: Rick Jones
Piety Shop: Sandra Tabone




Sacraments / Prayer

PARISH NEWS

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM

Our Sacramental process for 2026 starts early
in Term 1. Please see dates below.

BAPTISM OF PRIMARY CHILDREN
For Children being baptised in Year 3 or older.

Baptism Preparation Saturday 14 February
Baptism date Sunday 22 February

For details and to register please email
kenthurst@parracatholic.org

(subject heading Your child’s surname -
Baptism Primary)

RECONCILIATION

For baptised Children in Year 3 or older—offered in
preparation for First Eucharist. Enrolment form will
be available February 2026.

Registration due Tuesday, 17 February
Parent Information Tues, 24 February
Commitment Mass weekend 28 February and
1 March

Preparation sessions at 7pm

Thursdays 5, 12 and 19 March

2nd Rite of Reconciliation Thurs 26 March at
7pm

FIRST EUCHARIST

Children have celebrated both Baptism and
Reconciliation, in Year 3 or older. Enrolment form
will be available April 2026.

Registration due Tuesday 5 May

For queries about other dates in 2026
please email Sandra
stmads.sacraments@gmail.com

SOCIAL JUSTICE ® ST MAD’S

This week our hampers were dropped to Emerton Our prayers and deepest

where Vinnies, Jesuit Social Services and the
students from Loyola College assigned the hampers
to needy families in the Mt Druitt area. They were so
appreciative. Some Green Christmas tips to consider;
donate some time to a charity as a gift you give,
really consider each purchase of stuff you make.

condolences with
Gael & Tony Carpani

and their family
on the demise of their daughter
Rachael

Loving Creator, you gave us a world that gives us life,
and through it You reveal your love. All creation,
from the smallest seed to the highest mountain, was
made to help us draw closer to You. Teach us to see
Creation as a living reminder of Your constant
presence and patient Love, so that Creation and
Humanity together may rejoice in the fullness of
Your glory. Amen

ADVENT PROGRAM

Mondays 15th &

22nd December

at 7pm

in the St Madeleine Centre

Sign up sheet in the foyer of
the Church

PRAYER AT ST MADS

THE SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTIONS

Tuesday at 10.30am via Zoom.
Contact Careyanne 0438 791 813
wl| or careyannemoylan@hotmail.com

PRAYER GROUP

Wednesday after morning Mass at
10am in the St Madeleine centre:
Explanation of Sunday Mass Gospel,
Pray the Rosary and Chaplet of
Divine Mercy

ST MAD’s Book CLuB
To register contact Careyanne on
careyannemoylan@hotmail.com
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RCIA
5%”‘.‘W‘:i:imwm (F)% Ceenqwres contact the Parish

¢ ST MADS ROSARY
¢ Thursday after morning Mass
E Monday Rosary Via Zoom Contact

,L‘;V; Lydia Ceccato 0400 372 561
B

BAPTISM PREPARATION

First Saturday of the month in the
St Madeleine centre: Ring/email
Parish office for booking 9654 2260
kenthurst@parracatholic.org

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS

Recently deceased: Rachael Carpani

For the dearly departed: Teresa Domenico Papandrea,
Ana Mlinac, Domenico & Rita Franceschina, Lina Tabone,
Michele Vaccarella, Dominic Surace, Norman & Chahida
Hajje, George, Sheddy & Chahide Hajje, Betty & Mary
Merhi, Hanna & Raymond Chiha, Charles Abraham,
Maryan Davidson, John Burch, Des Currie, Mary Cumbo,
Frank Agresta, Pauline Vella, lvanka Valencic

Please pray for the sick: Bernadette Regan, Christine
Saarinsen, Angelo & Michelle Perri, Ben Crocker, George Shelazi, Guido Baldi,
Joan Quinn, Mary Dore, George Shelazi, Kashi Thirius, Joseph Buttigieg, Sosefo
Ali, Steven Lawrence Salmon, Mark Caruana, Tony Sebaratnam, Sr Anna
Conway, Shane Agresta, Maureen Burford, Magda Marconato, Aura
Krakowszky, Judith Preston, Tony Mannah, Vlado Mlinac, James Hann, Faye
Wong, Cutrone family, Joe Luezzi, Kalem Saras, Anthony Attard, Frances Perri,
Pat Brush, William Chapman, Rocco Scardino, Kia Benete, Nathan Luezzi, Greg
Lambert, David Tierney, Brenda Riley, Henry Field

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM

Please ensure your details are kept up to date
On behalf of the Parish Community, I would like to thank you so much for your ongoing support,
which has been very vital to keep our Parish going strong. You can drop off the envelopes at the
weekend Masses or the parish office or you can do it electronically to:
Account Name : Kenthurst Catholic
Church BSB : 067950
Account Number : 100000064

Thank you for your generosity!

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS:
Lst Collection (for Diocese) = $1,560.40

2nd Collection (for Parish) = Envelopes
Avg weekly Credit cards, direct debit $1,864.38

$1,051.00 Loose $1,649.90



mailto:careyannemoylan@hotmail.com

Our Community

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT CATHOLIC CARE EMERTON!

Catholic Care is looking for volunteers to help at their
Walk-In Centre in Emerton on Tuesdays to Thursdays.
Volunteers would assist welcoming people into the
drop-in centre, greeting clients for counselling
appointments, assisting the local Aunties’ yarning and art
gatherings, reception of the OzHarvest food delivery and
overall assistance with Catholic Care projects and
programs. For more information, please contact Catholic
Care on (02) 8843 2500.

Low CoST COUNSELLING SERVICES Catholic Care

Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains provides low

cost and affordable counselling services for individuals
seeking support. Whether you’re looking for general
guidance or assistance with specific challenges like grief,
loss, or family matters, Catholic Care is here to help.

Call Catholic Care on 8843 2500 for a friendly chat today.

ST VINCENT DE PAUL
this weekend

~CHRISTMAS APPEAL ~

This year we welcome your support in donating to the St Vincent

de Paul Society Christmas Appeal.
A third collection will take place during Masses this weekend

FRIENDS OF ST MADELEINE’S

OUR FRIEND’S GROUP
RESUMES ON
FRIDAY, 6 FEBRUARY 2026

Thank you to all
parishioners who have kept in
contact with me.

This has helped me stay
connected with the parish.
| am very grateful.

| wish you all a
blessed Christmas

With love, Sr Anna Conway
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Cost-of-living pressures threaten to turn the festive season into the hardest time of the year for millions of

Australians, a survey commissioned by St Vincent de Paul Society* reveals. Those worse affected include Gen Z and

families with children under 18 living at home. While Christmas is meant to be the happiest time of the year, it’s

become a financially stressful time for three in five (59 percent) Australians,” said the Society’s National President,

Mark Gaetani. Butit’s not only Christmas time when people are hurting; almost one in three (32 percent)

Australians admit they’ve skipped meals or gone without food in the past 12 months to afford other essentials, such

as rent or electricity. Sadly, this survey confirms that financial stress isn’t just a statistic; it’s a daily reality for

millions. The cost-of-living crisis is seeing parents skip meals so they can afford to feed their kids, pay their rent or

keep the lights on, and the sadness of not having any gifts or festive treats to share compounds their financial

stress. That’s why this year’s Vinnies Christmas Appeal comes with a special plea for anyone who can afford to

donate to help us share hope and joy by providing gifts, nutritious meals and essential support for families facing an

otherwise bleak Christmas. Every dollar raised will help vulnerable Australians find hope and relief during what

should be the happiest time of the year. Donations to the Vinnies Christmas Appeal of $2 and over are

tax-deductible, with every contribution helping to spread hope and relief to Australians under financial pressure this

Christmas. If you are unable to attend for the collection you can also kindly donate, through

website donate.vinnies.org.au/donation-hub

CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES

CHRISTMAS EVE:
Wed 24th December

5pm Carols followed by roE Y

11.45pm Carols followed by
Midnight Mass

5.30pm Family Mass
8pm Mass

CHRISTMAS DAY:

Thurs, 25th December
8am and 10am Mass

There will be no evening Mass

NEW YEARS EVE:

Wed, 31st December
9.15am and 7pm

NEW YEAR’S DAY:
Thursday, 1st January

9.15am Mass only

DIOCESAN WORLD DAY OF THE SICK
11 FEBRUARY

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick,
including the Sacrament of the Anointing of
the Sick, will be held at 11am on

11 February 2026 at St Patrick’s Church,
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, Blacktown.
All are welcome, including those who may be
sick, and those who care for the sick and dy-
ing and health care professionals. To register,

CRAFT MORNING

The next morning will be held on

MONDAY 15TH DECEMBER
in the St Madeleine Centre
from 10am - 12.00noon
bring your own project
or just come for a cuppa!

All welcome

Angels, shepherds and
singers wanted!

CHRISTMAS EVE FAMILY MASS

24TH DEC 5:30PM

PRACTICES ON 7"" DEC
AND 21°" DECEMBER
AFTER
10AM M}ESS
SIGN /UP SHEET

e

REMINDER Our final practice will be
Sunday 21st December
after the 10am Mass

EMAIL—PLEASE IGNORE
any email you may receive

requesting money or gift cards
for Fr Giovani or Fr Clement.

These emails are not from our priests.

please visit parracatholic.org/events/diocesan
-world-day-of-the-sick-mass/

We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of this country

on which we worship
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Funerals of Compassion

“Compassion when you need it most”
A family business with family values.
Call Annangrove Locals
John - 0408 116 747
1300 906 060 — 24 hours
We support 5t Madeleine’s Catholic Church

*
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:’-\‘ Catholic Cemeteries

& Crematoria
Care, Compassion, Choice

FOREVERLANDSCAPES

YOUR PROPERTY... OUR PRIDE

[0 0414 543 384

D forevertandscapes.com.al

“Let our family
look

. after your fam-
pr| e
i

Real Estate Since 1948

Popular Dr Selina Leow and Dr Darren
Calleia
Stanhope Dental Centre
17 Conrad Road, Kellyville Ridge
(8 mins from Rouse Hill)
8883 1522
*Open 6 days
*Female and male dentists
*Medicare schemes accepted
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PIETY SHOP

Advent booklets
$10 (includes GST)
Columban Calendar
$11 (includes GST)
Magellan Christmas Cards (pack of 10)
$9 (includes GST)

We have an ever changing

array of gifts and religious items.
Special orders are welcome too.
We are open after every
weekend Mass.

~ S

Contact Sandra Tabone on 0413 272 400
for any special requests.

Hills Family Funerals (X3

“We understand the importance
of family and it shows in
everything that we do, a tradition of
care and concern”

24 Hour Care
Funeral Planning
Prepaid Funerals
Australian Owned & Family Operated

For Personal Attention please call
Richard Spiteri on 02 9659 0900
340 01d Northern Road, Castle Hill

\
) Hills Family Funerals

5 www.completelbs.com.au
® 96724840
© &7 Melboumne Rd Riverstone 2765

Open Mon - Fri 8am to Spm

magno

KITCHENS

kitchens « laundries « vanities « wardrobes

4577 9575 E{E

magnokitchens.com.au E

MOBILE
TRAVEL
AGENTS

Kanffze

Your local trusted,
PROFESSIONAL TRAVEL ADVISOR

& Cruise Holiday Specialist

Families, Groups & Solo Travellers
P leannek@mtatravel.com.au
€, 0411099 139

advance
painting services | =

‘Let Us Colour Your World’

0418 180 081

advancepaintingservices@hotmail.com

5:30PM VIGIL S8AM SUNDAY 10AM SUNDAY 5.30PM SUNDAY
WELCOMERS Corrie Sebire Fran & Rocco Scardino Zakia Touma
Sandra Tabone
ik
W M%E‘S;‘;E‘%igF Bill Peterkin Steve Fry Phillys Hannah
2° READERS Pat Waters Margaret M Rick Di Cristoforo Joanna O’Neil
: Emerson Sebire Nigel Saunders Rosanna Ceroli Lidia Ceccato
] JNR MINISTERS Fred & Xavier Casey, Hannah & Joyah
[¢%
e MUSICIANS Rebecca, Chris Merle
COUNTERS Parish Team CHILDREN’S LITURGY Sally Coppini
FLOWERS Parish ALTAR LINEN Vicki Hooper
5:30PM VIGIL 8AM SUNDAY 10AM SUNDAY 5.30PM SUNDAY
Maria & Steve Fry Zakia Touma
ELCOMER
WELCO S Carol & Terry Scott Teresa Capaldi
g M%EEKE?igF John Puleo Steve Fry Joe Touma
26 READERS Colleen Dunlop Catherine Diekman Rqsarma Ceroli Jo.al?na O’Neil
&) Pat Waters Tony Hooper Adriana Kennedy Lidia Ceccato
[u—
= JNR MINISTERS Samuel, Maddison N Lillyana Luciana, Georgia
(4%
(g) MUSICIANS Rebecca, Chris
COUNTERS Joanna O’Neil & Paul Vella CHILDREN’S LITURGY School Holidays
FLOWERS Parish ALTAR LINEN Vicky Hooper




