
Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service, strives to 

be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.  

Music Coordinators: Selina Calleia, Joan Sattler & 
Alexandra Mifsud 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Pauline Chaccal  
Baptism Preparation: Angelique Easton 

RCIA Coordinator:  Steve Fry 
 

SRE Coordinator:  Maureen Jones 
Ministry to the Nursing Homes Coordinator:  

Loretta Wilson 
Adult Faith Formation:  Careyanne Moylan 

Property Maintenance Manager:  Rick Jones 
Piety Shop:  Sandra Tabone 

 

Altar Linen Coordinator:  Catherine Diekman 
Parish Council Chair:  Sally Coppini 

Finance Committee Chair:  Carl Mathias 
Safeguarding Champion:  Brendan Ford 

 PARISH VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS 

PARISH TEAM 
 

Parish Priest 
Rev Giovani Presiga  

Assistant Priest 
Rev Clement Gnanapragasam  OSB 

Parish Secretary 
Sandra De Nardi 

Finance Officer 
Catherine Bareham 

Sacramental Coordinator 
Sandra De Nardi 

St Madeleine’s Primary School 
Phone: 9654 6751 

Principal: Mrs Barbara Young 

Marian Catholic College 
Phone:  9654 6700 

 Principal: Mr Matthew Smith 
 

 

 

PARISH SERVICES 
Weekend Masses:  
Saturday 5.30pm   

Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 5.30pm 

Children’s Liturgy during school term 

Weekday Masses  
9:15am Tuesdays to Fridays 

9:45am - 10:15am Fridays - Adoration 

Prayer Group:  Wednesdays after the 
9.15am Mass 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5.00pm 

Baptisms: Every 2nd and 4th Sunday 
at 11:30am  

(Must make a booking) 

Weddings: By appointment 

 

St Madeleine Sophie 
Barat Parish 

28 ANNANGROVE RD KENTHURST NSW 2156 
(P) 9654 2260 

(E) kenthurst@parracatholic.org  
(W) www.stmadeleine.org.au 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 9am - 3pm   
Wednesday 9am - 2pm 

http://www.facebook.com/stmadeleines 

 21 December 2025 | Fourth Sunday of Advent     Year A 

Is 7:10-14, Rom 1:1-7, Mt 1:18-24 

COMMENTARY:  Advent, a time of waiting, of patience, is drawing to a close, and the readings reveal 

our excitement. The time to welcome our Saviour is drawing near. In our First Reading we have the 

prophecy of Isaiah. Weary of the kings of Israel, Isaiah foretells the child who is to be born of a virgin 

and named ‘God with us’. The Psalm speaks of the all-powerful God, who created the earth. Those who 

follow him will receive blessings from the One who comes to save us. St Paul (Second Reading),  

proclaims Jesus, descended from David in the flesh, but Son of God in the power of the Spirit and the 

resurrection. In the Gospel, we hear Isaiah’s prophecy again. It is through Joseph’s trust in God, and his 

obedience, that God’s plan is fulfilled with the birth of Jesus, Son of Mary, Son of God. As Pilgrims of 

Hope, we rejoice in this season of hope and the coming of the Light of the World. As the Jubilee year 

draws to a close, we might consider how, despite the often tragic state of our world, we can still place 

our trust in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

GOSPEL  Matthew 1: 18–24  Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to send 

her away quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his 

people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they will call his name Emmanuel’ – which means, 

God with us. When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took 

Mary as his wife. 

REFLECTION  As I prepare to pray, I may light a candle. On this fourth Sunday in Advent, the wreath is 

almost complete. Christmas is all around in the shops and in the media. I may ask the Lord to be with 

me as I pray to deepen my understanding of this wonderful feast, so that Jesus can be born in me. 

In time I read the text slowly. I consider Joseph’s story, his journey, his fears, his love for Mary, his pain, 

his desire to extricate himself, his hesitation . . . Perhaps I can identify with some of this. Maybe the Lord 

sent an angel . . . someone to support or help me? I speak of this to the Lord. I can also ponder Joseph’s 

commitment to his wife, Mary, and to the son he names Jesus. 

I consider how God works – through the goodness and humility of an ordinary couple. How have I seen 

this in my family, in the people around me, in my community? I turn to the Lord with thanksgiving.  

Jesus, Emmanuel, is coming, is already present among us. Mary does not appear directly in this story, 

but mindful of her presence, I close my prayer with a quiet ‘Hail Mary . . .’ 

  

      Courtesy of St Beuno’s Outreach in the Diocese of Wrexham UK 

Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son of David 



Planned Giving Program  
Please ensure your details are kept up to date 

On behalf of the Parish Community, I would like to thank you so much for your ongoing support, 
which has been very vital to keep our Parish going strong. You can drop off the envelopes at the 
weekend Masses or the parish office or you can do it electronically to: 
Account Name     :  Kenthurst Catholic  
Church BSB           :  067950 
Account Number :  100000064  

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS:  
1st Collection (for Diocese) =      $1,410.85   
2nd Collection (for Parish)  =  Envelopes   $1,035.00    Loose  $1,380.10   
Avg weekly Credit cards, direct debit $1,864.38 

PRAYER AT ST MADS 

The Sunday Gospel Reflections 
Tuesday at 10.30am via Zoom.  
Contact Careyanne  0438  791 813  
or careyannemoylan@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

Prayer Group 
 
Wednesday after morning Mass at 
10am in the St Madeleine centre:  
Explanation of Sunday Mass Gospel, 
Pray the Rosary and Chaplet of  
Divine Mercy 
 
 
St Mad’s Book Club 
To register contact Careyanne on  
careyannemoylan@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
RCIA 
For enquires contact the Parish 
Office 
 
 
 
St Mads Rosary 
Thursday after morning Mass  
Monday Rosary Via Zoom Contact 
Lydia Ceccato 0400 372 561 
 
 
 
 
Baptism Preparation  
First Saturday  of the month in the 
St Madeleine centre: Ring/email 
Parish office for booking 9654 2260  
kenthurst@parracatholic.org   

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS 

For the dearly departed:  Rachael Carpani , Angelo &  

Lonza Farrugia, Mary Fitzpatrick, Joe, Sam & Paul  

Farrugia, Jess Burcham, Ky Frendo, Betty Scicluna,  

Charbel Masse, Joseph Buttigieg, Kalem Saras, Teresa  

Domenico Papandrea, Ana Mlinac, Domenico & Rita  

Franceschina, Lina Tabone, Michele Vaccarella, Dominic 

Surace, Norman & Chahida Hajje, George, Sheddy &  

Chahide Hajje, Betty & Mary Merhi, Hanna & Raymond 

Chiha, Charles Abraham, Maryan Davidson, John Burch, 

Des Currie, Mary Cumbo, Frank Agresta, Pauline Vella,  

Ivanka Valencic 

Please pray for the sick:   Bernadette Regan, Christine 

Saarinsen, Angelo & Michelle Perri, Ben Crocker, George 

Shelazi, Guido Baldi, Joan Quinn, Mary Dore,  Kashi Thirius, Sosefo Ali, Steven 

Lawrence Salmon, Mark Caruana, Tony Sebaratnam, Sr Anna  Conway, Shane 

Agresta, Maureen Burford,  Magda Marconato, Aura Krakowszky, Judith Preston, 

Tony Mannah, Vlado Mlinac, James Hann, Faye Wong, Cutrone family, Joe  

Luezzi, Anthony Attard, Frances Perri, Pat Brush, William Chapman, Rocco  

Scardino, Kia Benete, Nathan Luezzi, Greg Lambert, David Tierney, Brenda Riley, 

Henry Field   

If you would like someone to be included  among these requests, please use the Mass offering 

envelopes found at the entrance to the Church or email the office kenthurst@parracatholic.org  

Social Justice @ St Mad’s      

Lighting a candle for Hannukah in solidarity with our 
Jewish sisters and brothers. Fr Patrick McInerney a 
Columban priest, Director at Parramatta Diocese 
Christian – Muslim Relations recently shared “I pray 
that the God of Abraham—whose universal love, 
 mercy, forgiveness, and salvation we will all soon 
variously celebrate at Christmas and Hanukkah, the 
"Festival of Lights". Together, we honour the God of 
Abraham, whose light unites us across traditions and 
cultures. 

The 3rd Sunday of Advent (Gaudete Sunday)  
emphasised joy in waiting, we strive to resist reducing 
joy to material abundance. 

Sacramental program 

Our Sacramental process for 2026 starts early 
in Term 1.  Please see dates below.  

Baptism of Primary Children  
For Children being baptised in Year 3 or older.  

Baptism Preparation Saturday 14 February 
Baptism date Sunday 22 February  

For details and to register please email  
kenthurst@parracatholic.org  
(subject heading Your child’s surname - 
Baptism Primary) 

Reconciliation  
For baptised Children in Year 3 or older—offered in 
preparation for First Eucharist. Enrolment form will 
be available February 2026. 

Registration due Tuesday, 17 February 
Parent Information Tues, 24 February 
Commitment Mass weekend 28 February and 
1 March 
Preparation sessions at 7pm 
Thursdays 5, 12 and 19 March 
2nd Rite of Reconciliation Thurs 26 March at 
7pm 

First Eucharist 
Children have celebrated both Baptism and  
Reconciliation, in Year 3 or older.  Enrolment form 
will be available April 2026. 

Registration due Tuesday 5 May 
 

 

For queries about other dates in 2026  
please email Sandra  

stmads.sacraments@gmail.com 

 

Advent Program  
 
 

continues on   
Monday  22nd December  

 
at 7pm  

 
 

in the  
St Madeleine 

Centre 

 
 

mailto:careyannemoylan@hotmail.com


We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of this country  

on which we worship 

EMAIL—PLEASE IGNORE  

any email  you may receive  

requesting money or gift cards  

for Fr Giovani or Fr Clement.  

 

These emails are not from our priests. 

Friends of St Madeleine’s  
Our Friend’s group  

resumes on  

Friday, 6 February 2026 

Thank you to all  

parishioners who have kept in 

contact with me.   

This has helped me stay  

connected with the parish.   

I am very grateful. 

I wish you all a  

blessed Christmas 

With love, Sr Anna Conway 

Christmas Mass Times 

Christmas Eve:  

Wed 24th December 

5pm Carols followed by  

5.30pm Family Mass 

8pm Mass 

11.45pm Carols followed by  

Midnight Mass 

Christmas Day:  

Thurs, 25th December 

8am and 10am Mass 

There will be no evening Mass 

 

New Years Eve:  

Wed, 31st December 

9.15am and 7pm 

 

New Year’s Day:  

Thursday, 1st January 

9.15am Mass only 

Diocesan World Day of the Sick 

11 February  

A Mass for the World Day of the Sick,  

including the Sacrament of the Anointing of the 

Sick, will be held at 11am on 11 February 2026 at 

St Patrick’s Church, Mary, Queen of the Family 

Parish, Blacktown. All are welcome, including 

those who may be sick, and those who care for the 

sick and dying and health care professionals. To 

register, please visit parracatholic.org/events/

diocesan-world-day-of-the-sick-mass/ 

Migrant Jubilee Cross visits the Diocese of 
Parramatta To mark the end of the Jubilee Year, the 

Vatican’s Migrant Jubilee Cross will be visiting several 
parishes in the Diocese of Parramatta from 5-11 January. 
For one week, the Diocese of Parramatta will come alive 
with celebrations that recognise the faith, gifts and  
resilience of migrant communities who have enriched 
our parishes, schools and communities. Bring your 
friends and family to experience the Migrant Jubilee 
Cross Pilgrimage at a parish near you. Learn more 
at parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross. 

Baulkham Hills Christmas Luncheon: 25 December 

The Parish of Baulkham Hills are are hosting a Christmas 

Lunch for anyone who will be on their own on Christmas 

Day. You may be in town for a visit, or just moved into 

the area, or may simply be unable to share Christmas Day 

with your loved ones. So come and share it with us. It will 

be held on Thursday 25 December in and around the  

St Michael’s Primary School hall, and everyone is  

welcome, families and individuals. But places are limited, 

so you will need to register to attend. For more  

information, contact the parish office on (02) 9639 0598 

REMINDER Our final practice will be 

this Sunday 21st December  

after the 10am Mass  

Draft Christmas  

Roster  

in the foyer of the Church 

Please write your name  

on the roster  

if you are able to help 

Low Cost Counselling Services Catholic Care  

Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains provides 

low cost and affordable counselling services for 

individuals seeking support. Whether you’re  

looking for general guidance or assistance with 

specific challenges like grief, loss, or family 

matters, Catholic Care is here to help. Call Catholic 

Care on 8843 2500 for a friendly chat today. 

Rosary Making Workshop: 9 February Come 

along for a fun evening of community and crafting 

rosary beads that will then be donated to the sick 

and dying in hospitals across our Diocese. The 

craft evening will be held on Monday 9 February 

at the Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown. 

Costs are $5 per person – payable on arrival 

(includes all materials). To register and for more 

information, please visit parracatholic.org/rosary-

workshops  

http://parracatholic.org/migrant-jubilee-cross


Popular Dr Selina Leow and Dr Darren 
Calleia  

Stanhope Dental Centre 
17 Conrad Road, Kellyville Ridge  

(8 mins from Rouse Hill)   
8883 1522  

*Open 6 days  
*Female and male dentists  

*Medicare schemes accepted  
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 5:30PM VIGIL 8AM   SUNDAY 10AM  SUNDAY 5.30PM  SUNDAY 

WELCOMERS  
Maria & Steve Fry 

Carol & Terry Scott 

Zakia Touma 

Teresa Capaldi 
 

MINISTERS OF 
THE ALTAR 

John Puleo Steve Fry Joe Touma 
 
 

READERS 
Colleen Dunlop 

Pat Waters 

Catherine Diekman 

Tony Hooper 

Rosanna Ceroli 

Adriana Kennedy 

Joanna O’Neil 

Lidia Ceccato 

JNR MINISTERS Maddison N Lillyana Luciana, Georgia  

MUSICIANS Rebecca, Chris    

COUNTERS Joanna O’Neil & Paul Vella CHILDREN’S LITURGY School Holidays 

FLOWERS Parish ALTAR LINEN Vicki Hooper 
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 5:30PM VIGIL 8AM   SUNDAY 10AM  SUNDAY 5.30PM  SUNDAY 

WELCOMERS Corrie Sebire 
Brendan Ford 

Carmel & Mike O’Connell 

Sandra Tabone 

Zakia Touma 
 

MINISTERS OF 
THE ALTAR 

Dianne Millington Piety Rocha Phillys Hannah Joanna O’Neil 

READERS 
Emerson Sebire 

Colleen Dunlop 

Maria Baldi 

Eileen Sherlock 

Karla Quinn 

James Harron 

Trish Maidens 

Patrick Tuttle 

JNR MINISTERS Kerstin, Samuel  Luciana  

MUSICIANS Rebecca, Chris Joan Merle  

COUNTERS CHILDREN’S LITURGY School Holidays Sandra Tabone & Joanna O’Neil 

FLOWERS Cosmo Murdocca ALTAR LINEN Kathy Fenech 

 

“Let our family 

look 

after your fam-

ily” 

 

 

PIETY SHOP  
 

God’s Word 2026  $20 
 
 
We have an ever changing 
 array of gifts and religious 
items.  
Special orders are welcome 
too.   
We are open after every  
weekend Mass.   
 

Contact Sandra Tabone on 0413 272 400  
for any special requests. 


