
Inspired and guided by the Holy Spirit and the Gospel, St Madeleine Sophie Barat Parish, a community of faith and service, strives to 

be a witness for Christ’s love far and wide, reflecting the humility and wisdom of St Madeleine, the Patroness of the parish.  

Music Coordinators: Selina Calleia, Joan Sattler & 
Alexandra Mifsud 

Children’s Liturgy Coordinator: Pauline Chaccal  
Baptism Preparation: Angelique Easton 

RCIA Coordinator:  Steve Fry 
 

SRE Coordinator:  Maureen Jones 
Ministry to the Nursing Homes Coordinator:  

Loretta Wilson 
Adult Faith Formation:  Careyanne Moylan 

Property Maintenance Manager:  Rick Jones 
Piety Shop:  Sandra Tabone 

 

Altar Linen Coordinator:  Catherine Diekman 
Parish Council Chair:  Sally Coppini 

Finance Committee Chair:  Carl Mathias 
Safeguarding Champion:  Brendan Ford 

 PARISH VOLUNTEER COORDINATORS 

PARISH TEAM 
 

Parish Priest 
Rev Giovani Presiga  

Assistant Priest 
Rev Clement Gnanapragasam  OSB 

Parish Secretary 
Sandra De Nardi 

Finance Officer 
Catherine Bareham 

Sacramental Coordinator 
Sandra De Nardi 

St Madeleine’s Primary School 
Phone: 9654 6751 

Principal: Mrs Barbara Young 

Marian Catholic College 
Phone:  9654 6700 

 Principal: Mr Matthew Smith 
 

 

 

PARISH SERVICES 
Weekend Masses:  
Saturday 5.30pm   

Sunday 8:00am, 10:00am, 5.30pm 

Children’s Liturgy during school term 

Weekday Masses  
9:15am Tuesdays to Fridays 

9:45am - 10:15am Fridays - Adoration 

Prayer Group:  Wednesdays after the 
9.15am Mass 

Reconciliation: Saturday 5.00pm 

Baptisms: Every 2nd and 4th Sunday 
at 11:30am  

(Must make a booking) 

Weddings: By appointment 

 

St Madeleine Sophie 
Barat Parish 

28 ANNANGROVE RD KENTHURST NSW 2156 
(P) 9654 2260 

(E) kenthurst@parracatholic.org  
(W) www.stmadeleine.org.au 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday & Friday, 9am - 3pm   
Wednesday 9am - 2pm 

http://www.facebook.com/stmadeleines 

  11 January 2026 | The Baptism of the Lord        Year A 

Is 42:1-4   Acts 10:34-38    Mt 3:13-17  

GOSPEL  Today brings to an end our Christmas celebrations. We see the third and last of the three great 

manifestations by which were made known to us that our God had come among us in a very special 

way.  

Of the three, the first of these manifestations was through the story of the birth of Jesus in the stable at 

Bethlehem. The first people privileged to experience this manifestation were the shepherds,  

representing the poor, the sinful, and the social outcasts on whom Luke’s Gospel is especially focused.  

The second manifestation, the Epiphany, celebrated this past week, reflects Matthew’s emphasis that 

Jesus was born not only for his own people, but for people of every country and every race everywhere. 

This third manifestation of God’s presence among us through Jesus, depicted in today’s Gospel, is found 

in all four Gospels. While the first two manifestations are linked with the birth of Jesus, this one comes 

at a much later date, at the moment when Jesus is about to begin his public life. 

Why baptise Jesus? We might very well wonder, like John the Baptist did, why Jesus needed to be  

baptised. John said to Jesus: I need to be baptised by you, and do you come to me? 

All those others being baptised in the Jordan by John were doing so as a sign of repentance for their 

sins, and as an expression of their desire to turn around their lives. How could Jesus, the Son of God, be 

part of this? 

The first answer to this question is that Jesus, in so doing, was expressing his total solidarity with the 

human race, of which he was a member. He identified with them, not as a sinner, but as a fellow human 

being. The expression of that solidarity is a much higher priority for him than any social status he might 

lose by being seen in the close company of confessed sinners. It was a risk he would constantly take 

because the needs of the sinner were more important to him than his reputation with the self-

righteous. It will have its final dramatic expression as Jesus dies on a cross, executed with, and like, two 

convicted criminals. For Jesus, there was never such a thing as ‘face’, i.e. being valued purely on  

external appearance. 

A ‘MISSIONING’ EXPERIENCE: However, in order to understand what is happening at the River Jordan, 

we have to go far beyond seeing Jesus’ baptism as a matter of dealing with sinfulness. What is being 

really emphasised here is the positive element of Jesus’ being totally accepted and confirmed by his 

Father. Jesus, as he stands there in the River Jordan, is being ‘missioned’ by his Father for the work he is 

just about to begin. He is here getting the total endorsement of his Father for that work.  

As he steps out of the water, the heavens open and the Spirit of God comes down on Jesus to fill him 

with all God’s fullness. 

This is my Son, the Beloved [Greek, agapetos—the object of God’s agape, his outpouring love], with 

whom I am well pleased.         CONT’D 

When Jesus was baptised, the heavens were opened and the Spirit of God came upon him 



Planned Giving Program  
Please ensure your details are kept up to date 

On behalf of the Parish Community, I would like to thank you so much for your ongoing support, 
which has been very vital to keep our Parish going strong. You can drop off the envelopes at the 
weekend Masses or the parish office or you can do it electronically to: 
Account Name     :  Kenthurst Catholic  
Church BSB           :  067950 
Account Number :  100000064  

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

 

LAST WEEK’S COLLECTIONS, including Christmas Masses:  
1st Collection (for Diocese) =    $1,513.60    
2nd Collection (for Parish)  = Envelopes   $1,453.00  Loose   $   927.80 

 
Avg weekly Credit cards, direct debit $1,864.38 

PRAYER AT ST MADS 

The Sunday Gospel Reflections 
Tuesday at 10.30am via Zoom.  
Contact Careyanne  0438  791 813  
or careyannemoylan@hotmail.com 
 
 
 

Prayer Group 
 
Wednesday after morning Mass at 
10am in the St Madeleine centre:  
Explanation of Sunday Mass Gospel, 
Pray the Rosary and Chaplet of  
Divine Mercy 
 
 
St Mad’s Book Club 
To register contact Careyanne on  
careyannemoylan@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
RCIA 
For enquires contact the Parish 
Office 
 
 
 
St Mads Rosary 
Thursday after morning Mass  
Monday Rosary Via Zoom Contact 
Lydia Ceccato 0400 372 561 
 
 
 
 
Baptism Preparation  
First Saturday  of the month in the 
St Madeleine centre: Ring/email 
Parish office for booking 9654 2260  
kenthurst@parracatholic.org   

PARISH PRAYER REQUESTS 

Recently Deceased: Joan Okey 

For the dearly departed:  Frank Agresta, Brenda Riley, 

Karen Bartolo, Charbel Mannah, Rachael Carpani , Angelo 

& Lonza Farrugia, Mary Fitzpatrick, Joe, Sam & Paul  

Farrugia, Jess Burcham, Ky Frendo, Betty Scicluna,  

Charbel Masse, Joseph Buttigieg, Kalem Saras, Teresa  

Domenico Papandrea, Ana Mlinac, Domenico & Rita  

Franceschina, Lina Tabone, Michele Vaccarella, Dominic 

Surace, Norman & Chahida Hajje, George, Sheddy &  

Chahide Hajje, Betty & Mary Merhi, Hanna & Raymond 

Chiha, Charles Abraham, Maryan Davidson, John Burch, 

Des Currie, Mary Cumbo, Pauline Vella,  Ivanka Valencic 

Please pray for the sick:   Bernadette Regan, Christine Saarinsen, Angelo & 

Michelle Perri, Ben Crocker, George Shelazi, Guido Baldi, Joan Quinn, Mary Dore,  

Kashi Thirius, Sosefo Ali, Steven Lawrence Salmon, Mark Caruana, Tony 

Sebaratnam, Sr Anna  Conway, Shane Agresta, Maureen Burford,  Magda  

Marconato, Aura Krakowszky, Judith Preston, Tony Mannah, Vlado Mlinac, 

James Hann, Faye Wong, Cutrone family, Joe Luezzi, Anthony Attard, Frances 

Perri, Pat Brush, William Chapman, Rocco Scardino, Kia Benete, Nathan Luezzi, 

Greg Lambert, David Tierney,  Henry Field   

If you would like someone to be included  among these requests, please use the Mass offering 

envelopes found at the entrance to the Church or email the office kenthurst@parracatholic.org  

Social Justice @ St Mad’s      

“Care for creation is truly a vocation for every human being. We are creatures among 
creatures, entrusted with the responsibility to care for all that the Creator has made.” 
Pope Leo XIV 

The theme for the World Day of Prayer (WDP) in 2026 is "I Will Give You Rest: Come," a 
powerful invitation from Jesus, with worship materials prepared by Christian women in 
Nigeria, focusing on finding rest from burdens like shame, poverty, and persecution 
through God's grace and community.  

 

This service, celebrated on March 6, 2026, explores finding transformation and solace in 
God amidst heavy worldly struggles.  

Sacramental program 

Reconciliation  
For baptised Children in Year 3 or older—offered in 
preparation for First Eucharist. Enrolment form will 
be available February 2026. 

 

Enrolment forms will be available  
on our website from 27th January. 

All required documentation is to be handed in 
directly to the parish office. Please do not 
email documents. 

Registration due Tuesday, 17 February 

 
Parent Information Tues, 24 February 
 

Commitment Mass weekend 28 February and 
1 March 
Preparation sessions at 7pm 
Thursdays 5, 12 and 19 March 

2nd Rite of Reconciliation  
Thurs 26 March at 7pm 

First Eucharist 
Children have celebrated both Baptism and  
Reconciliation, in Year 3 or older.  Enrolment form 
will be available April 2026. 

Registration due Tuesday 5 May 
Enrolment form will be available in April 
 

 

For queries about other dates in 2026  
please email Sandra  

stmads.sacraments@gmail.com 

mailto:careyannemoylan@hotmail.com


We respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Owners and 

Custodians of this country on which we worship 

EMAIL—PLEASE IGNORE  any email  you may receive 

requesting money or gift cards for Fr Giovani  

or Fr Clement.  

These emails are not from our priests. 

Friends of St Madeleine’s   

Our Friend’s group resumes on Friday, 6 February  

Craft Morning Our Craft Morning resumes  

on Monday, 9 February  

CONT’D This, we might say, is Jesus’ Pentecost experience. It is what the baptism in the 

Jordan is really about. And it is something that only those with eyes of faith can see. 

We might also add that this is what our Baptism is really about. 

BAPTISM AND ANOINTING: In the Second Reading, from the Acts of the Apostles,  

Peter in his sermon to Cornelius, the first Gentile to be baptised by the Apostles, says 

that: 

…God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power… 

In the case of Jesus’ baptism by John, the anointing is by water. The anointing of Jesus 

by God, of which Peter speaks, implies that Jesus is being made King and Lord, and 

Kings were typically anointed with oil. The title ‘Christ’ [Greek, Christos] which we give 

him, means ‘The Anointed One’, and corresponds to the Hebrew word we write 

as Messiah. Finally, as we said earlier, this scene is also a ‘missioning’ ceremony for 

Jesus as he embarks on his public life. 

OUR OWN BAPTISM: As a final reflection, it would be useful for us today to reflect on 

the meaning of our own baptism and how it relates with that of Jesus.  

We often hear a very simplistic description of the effects of the Sacrament of Baptism 

as “taking away original sin and making us children of God”. Many, especially those 

baptised as infants, may see it as a one-off ceremony, imposed on them by parents to 

bind them to a way of life in which they have no further say. 

People have even been heard to say, “Oh! I wish I hadn’t been born a Catholic!” After 

honest reflection, some people may choose to renounce their Catholic faith in favour of 

a way of life which they feel is more meaningful to them. However, if one truly  

understands the full meaning of our baptism, this is unlikely to happen. 

Baptism is not, as is true of all the Sacraments, an isolated ritual. It takes place in the 

context of our whole life. Whether we are baptised as children or as adults, what  

primarily is happening is that we become incorporated, ’em-bodied’, into the Christian 

community. 

We become—not passively, but actively—members of the Body of Christ. It can never 

be something imposed on us against our will. That is why, for adults, there is now a 

long process of initiation leading up to Baptism and, hopefully a further process of 

community support after the Baptism has taken place.  

It is why adult baptism is now celebrated in the presence of the whole parish  

community and at the Easter Vigil. ‘Original sin’ is taken away, not so much by some 

spiritual sleight of hand or by the mumbling of some magic formula. Rather, if one 

becomes truly incorporated into a living Christian community, the sinful influences that 

pervade our world become reversed by our exposure to the vision of Jesus and the 

lived experience of a community based on love, justice and sharing.  

A SOCIAL EVENT: Baptism does not, and cannot, produce its effects in a social vacuum. 

That is why the Church will not baptise those who have no likelihood of experiencing 

Christian community. Then, of course, like Jesus, our baptism brings with it a serious 

obligation to share our faith with others both by word and example. It involves much 

more than simply ‘saving our souls’ and ‘leading sinless lives’. 

We are called to be living witnesses of the gospel, to be the salt of the earth, to be a 

city on a hill, a candle radiating light in the surrounding darkness. We are called, in 

short, to be united with the others in our Christian community in the building up of 

God’s Kingdom. Sadly, one wonders how often this is the reality, when one sees so 

many Catholics acting like total strangers to each other at a Sunday parish Eucharist! 

All those words of Isaiah, quoted above and applied to Jesus, are to be applied to each 

one of us as well. Our baptism is not simply some past event recorded in some dusty 

parish register. It is a living reality which is to be constantly deepened and enriched.  

Let God our Father be able to say of us as he said of Jesus: This is my Son, the Beloved, 

with whom I am well pleased. 

 

     Source: https://livingspace.sacredspace.ie  

     a work of the Irish Jesuits © 2026 Sacred Space 



Popular Dr Selina Leow and Dr Darren 
Calleia  

Stanhope Dental Centre 
17 Conrad Road, Kellyville Ridge  

(8 mins from Rouse Hill)   
8883 1522  

*Open 6 days  
*Female and male dentists  

*Medicare schemes accepted  
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 5:30PM VIGIL 8AM   SUNDAY 10AM  SUNDAY 5.30PM  SUNDAY 

WELCOMERS Corrie Sebire Fran & Rocco Scardino 
Zakia Touma 

Teresa Capaldi 
 

MINISTERS OF 
THE ALTAR 

Bill Peterkin Piety Rocha Phillys Hannah  

READERS 
Emerson Sebire 

Pat Waters 

Catherine Diekman 

Margaret Mieczkowski 

Sandra Tabone 

Karla Quinn 

Lidia Ceccato 

Joanna O’Neil 

JNR MINISTERS 
Roderick, Amelia & 

Jacinta 
 Casey Angelina, Anthony 

MUSICIANS Rebecca, Chris  Joan Merle  

COUNTERS Joanna O’Neil & Helen Harb CHILDREN’S LITURGY School Holidays 

FLOWERS Parish  ALTAR LINEN Jan Parslow 
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 5:30PM VIGIL 8AM   SUNDAY 10AM  SUNDAY 5.30PM  SUNDAY 

WELCOMERS  
Maria  Steve Fry 

Carol & Terry Scott 

Zakia Touma 

Sandra Tabone 
 

MINISTERS OF 
THE ALTAR 

Dianne Millington Steve Fry Joe Touma Joanna O’Neil 

READERS 
Colleen Dunlop 

Pat Waters 

Nigel Saunders 

Alicia Shaw 

Rosanna Ceroli 

Adriana Kennedy 

David O’Neil 

Tereza Barisic 

JNR MINISTERS 
Maddison N, Christian, 

Harry 
Lillyanna Georgia, Luciana Joyah 

MUSICIANS Rebecca, Chris     

COUNTERS CHILDREN’S LITURGY School Holidays Tony Hooper & Paul Vella 

FLOWERS Parish ALTAR LINEN Jan Parslow 

 

“Let our family 

look 

after your fam-

ily” 

 

 

PIETY SHOP  
 

God’s Word 2026  $20 
 
 
We have an ever changing 
 array of gifts and religious 
items.  
Special orders are welcome 
too.   
We are open after every  
weekend Mass.   
 

Contact Sandra Tabone on 0413 272 400  
for any special requests. 


